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Introduction

In this worksheet, you will look at a well-known artist. You will dnc out what themes anc 
teqhniTues they usec anc how their works inguenqec the art worlc anc soqiety. fhe aim 
is to regeqt on anc uncerstanc the siMnidqanqe oA their work.

Marina Abramović: The Empress of Endurance
barina vćramo3i0, ćorn on No3emćer 19, 46Bp, in OelMrace, YuMosla3ia, is a MrouncćreakinM "erAor-
manqe artist whose work has recednec the limits oA "hysiqal anc mental encuranqe. 7Aten reAerrec to 
as the 'Mrancmother oA "erAormanqe art,' vćramo3i0 has ćeen a "i3otal dMure in the art worlc sinqe the 
early 46j9s, qreatinM works that qhallenMe ćoth herselA anc her aucienqe in "roAounc ways.
vćramo3i0Fs Hourney into art ćeMan at the vqacemy oA xine vrts in OelMrace, where she initially stuciec 
"aintinM. Rowe3er, she soon cisqo3erec that tracitional meciums qoulc not Aully e("ress her iceas, 
leacinM her to emćraqe "erAormanqe art. Rer early works, suqh as ')hythm 9' 246jB—, where she oPerec 
herselA as an oćHeqt to the aucienqe with jG itemsLinqlucinM a loacec MunLcemonstratec her Aearless 
a""roaqh to e("lorinM human nature anc 3ulneraćility.
7ne oA vćramo3i0Fs most iqoniq "erAormanqes, 'fhe vrtist Is Vresent' 2G949—, took "laqe at the buseum 
oA bocern vrt in New York. xor j1p hours, she sat silently in a qhair, in3itinM 3isitors to sit aqross Arom 
her anc share a moment oA qonneqtion. fhis "ieqe not only showqasec her e(traorcinary encuranqe ćut 
also hiMhliMhtec the "roAounc im"aqt oA human "resenqe anc interaqtion.
vćramo3i0Fs work oAten regeqts her "ersonal history anc the turćulent "olitiqal lancsqa"e oA YuMosla3ia. 
Rer "erAormanqe 'Oalkan OaroTue' 2466j—, where she qleanec a "ile oA ćloocy qow ćones Aor si( cays, 
won the Jolcen Zion at the zeniqe Oiennale anc was a "oiMnant qommentary on the 3iolenqe anc 
suPerinM in her homelanc.
In accition to her "hysiqal "erAormanqes, vćramo3i0 has emćraqec ciMital art anc has e3en Aouncec the 
barina vćramo3i0 Institute, ceciqatec to the "reser3ation anc stucy oA "erAormanqe art. InterestinMly, 
vćramo3i0 has statec that she "lans to qontinue qreatinM art ćeyonc her ceath, with holoMrams oA herselA 
"erAorminM.
v lesser-known Aaqt aćout vćramo3i0 is her qollaćoration with "o" qulture iqons. In G941, she workec 
with Say-C on his musiq 3iceo 'Viqasso Oaćy,' ćlencinM hiMh art with mainstream musiq. fhis qollaćoration 
is a testament to her 3ersatility anc aćility to transqenc tracitional art ćouncaries.
barina vćramo3i0Fs work is ćoth mesmeriUinM anc "ro3oqati3e, "ushinM the ćouncaries oA what art qan 
će anc qhallenMinM aucienqes to qonAront their own limits anc Aears. Rer qontrićutions to "erAormanqe 
art ha3e leAt an incelićle mark, makinM her an encurinM iqon in the qontem"orary art worlc. fhe "araco( 
oA her work lies in its aćility to će ćoth intensely "ersonal anc uni3ersally resonant, in3itinM 3iewers to 
e("lore the ce"ths oA human e("erienqe anc encuranqe.
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  Place the text about the artist in a remote place in the classroom. Now read the text 
and go back to your seat to write down one piece of information that you found most 
important or interesting. Repeat the process 2-3 times. 

  Discuss the information you have selected with a partner and add to your notes if necessary.
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The Artist Is Present
barina vćramo3i0Fs most iqoniq "erAormanqe, 'fhe vrtist Is Vresent' 2G949—, took "laqe at the buseum 
oA bocern vrt in New York. fhis MrouncćreakinM work in3ol3ec vćramo3i0 sittinM silently in a qhair Aor 
j1p hours o3er the qourse oA three months, in3itinM 3isitors to sit aqross Arom her anc share a moment oA 
qonneqtion. fhe sim"liqity oA the setu" ćeliec the "roAounc emotional anc "syqholoMiqal ce"ths that the 
"erAormanqe reaqhec. Vartiqi"ants oAten e("erienqec intense emotional res"onses, some e3en ćreakinM 
into tears, mo3ec ćy the raw human "resenqe anc 3ulneraćility vćramo3i0 oPerec.
'fhe vrtist Is Vresent' is siMnidqant in the art worlc Aor se3eral reasons. xirstly, it showqasec vćramo3i0Fs 
e(traorcinary encuranqe, ćoth "hysiqally anc mentally, as she maintainec her "resenqe without s"eak-
inM or mo3inM Aor suqh a "rolonMec "erioc. fhis encuranqe is a hallmark oA her work, ćut this "ieqe took 
it to an un"reqecentec le3el. Weqoncly, the "erAormanqe hiMhliMhtec the "ower oA human interaqtion 
anc the im"aqt oA "resenqe. In an aMe oA ciMital qommuniqation anc geetinM qonneqtions, vćramo3i0Fs 
work remincec aucienqes oA the "roAounc nature oA Aaqe-to-Aaqe enqounters.
fhe "erAormanqe also qhallenMec tracitional notions oA what art qan će. Oy stri""inM away any elaćorate 
setu" or narrati3e, vćramo3i0 Aoqusec on the raw, unmeciatec e("erienqe ćetween herselA anc the 
aucienqe, makinM the interaqtion itselA the art. fhis minimalist a""roaqh has inguenqec qountless artists 
anc has qementec 'fhe vrtist Is Vresent' as a "i3otal moment in qontem"orary art history. fhe work 
resonates uni3ersally, in3itinM 3iewers to qonAront their own 3ulneraćilities anc the essenqe oA human 
qonneqtion, makinM it an encurinM anc transAormati3e "ieqe.

  Research the work 'The Artist Is Present' by Marina Abramović and describe it brieSy.
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InSuences on development

Marina Abramović

JrowinM u" in OelMrace, YuMosla3ia, my early liAe was cee"ly inguenqec ćy 
the "olitiqal lancsqa"e oA "ost-war YuMosla3ia. Ooth oA my "arents were 
YuMosla3 Vartisans, anc their in3ol3ement in the Mo3ernment e("osec 
me to qom"le( soqio-"olitiqal en3ironments. fhis ćaqkMrounc sha"ec my 
work, "artiqularly in "ieqes like FOalkan OaroTue,F where I accress 3iolenqe 
anc suPerinM throuMh intense aqts. Initially, I stuciec "aintinM at the 
vqacemy oA xine vrts in OelMrace anc CaMreć, ćut soon Aounc tracitional 
meciums inaceTuate. Inguenqec ćy "erAormanqe art mo3ements like 
ziennese vqtionism anc xlu(us, I ćeMan usinM my ćocy as my "rimary 
mecium. ;ollaćorations with Elay, a Aellow artist, were qruqial in my 
artistiq e3olution. Fe e("lorec cynamiqs ćetween male anc Aemale "rin-
qi"les, trust, anc artistiq icentity. fhese e("erienqes, qomćinec with my 
interaqtions with qontem"orary "o" qulture, ha3e solicidec my "osition 
as a "i3otal dMure in "erAormanqe art.

  Read the artist's statement. zummariCe which inSuences have a-ected the person's artistic 
work.

  Explain a selected inSuence on the artist's artistic work in detail. Research additional infor-
mation online.
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Marina Abramović: Enduring InSuence in .ontemporary Art
barina vćramo3i0Fs im"aqt on 
the  art  worlc  is  unceniaćle, 
with her MrouncćreakinM "er-
Aormanqes  qontinuinM  to  in-
s"ire anc "ro3oke aucienqes 
worlcwice. Rer Aearless e("lo-
ration  oA  "hysiqal  anc  emo-
tional  ćouncaries  has  ingu-
enqec a Meneration oA artists, 
"ushinM the limits oA what art 
qan qommuniqate.

Marina Abramović at work, Museum of Modern Art, 2010. Source: Wikimedia Commons CC BY-SA 
3.0

 
vćramo3i0Fs work, "artiqular-
ly 'fhe vrtist Is Vresent,' has 
leAt a lastinM leMaqy ćy recedn-
inM the qonqe"t oA encuranqe 
in art.  fhis "erAormanqe not 
only showqasec her e(traor-
cinary stamina ćut also hiMh-
liMhtec the "roAounc im"aqt oA 
human "resenqe anc interaq-
tion. fhe emotional res"onses 
Arom "artiqi"ants uncersqorec 
the uni3ersal neec Aor qonneq-
tion anc em"athy.

Rer inno3ati3e a""roaqh has 
"a3ec  the  way  Aor  qontem-
"orary artists to e("lore the 
ce"ths oA human e("erienqe. 
vćramo3i0Fs inguenqe e(tencs 
ćeyonc the art worlcG her qol-
laćorations with "o" qulture 
iqons  like  Say-C  cemonstrate 
her  3ersatility  anc  aćility  to 
transqenc tracitional ćounc-
aries.  Oy  emćraqinM  ciMital 
art anc AouncinM the barina 
vćramo3i0 Institute, she qon-
tinues to sha"e the Auture oA 
"erAormanqe art.

barina vćramo3i0Fs work re-
mains  rele3ant  tocay,  qhal-
lenMinM aucienqes to qonAront 
their  own  limits  anc  Aears. 
Rer  qontrićutions  to  "erAor-
manqe  art  ha3e  leAt  an  in-
celićle mark,  makinM her an 
encurinM  iqon  in  qontem"o-
rary art. vs new Menerations 
oA artists craw ins"iration Arom 
her work, vćramo3i0Fs leMaqy 
will uncoućtecly qontinue to 
resonate within the art qom-
munity anc ćeyonc.



  Explain the signi/cance of the artist for art history.


