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The European Union
Read the text about origin and development of the EU and wll in the timeline on the follo.ing pageT

Origin and development of the European Union

(he European Union )EUs ic a politiyal and eyonomiy union of yurrentl2 7, European ctateck .hoce originc 
date bay- to the poctWIorld Iar 11 eraT (he idea of a united Europe aroce from the decire to promote 
lacting peaye and eyonomiy ctabilit2T (he wrct ctep in thic direytion .ac ta-en in 95C9 .ith the founding 
of the European Soal and Bteel Sommunit2 )ESBSs b2 the cix founding ctatec Gelgiumk Ferman2k Lranyek 
1tal2k Auxembourgk and the NetherlandcT
1n 95C,k the European Eyonomiy Sommunit2 )EESs and the European Otomiy Energ2 Sommunit2 )EUW
RO(MKs .ere ectabliched b2 the (reatiec of RomeT (hece treatiec formed the bacic for eyonomiy 
integration and the yreation of a yommon mar-etT (he EES developed further in the follo.ing deyadec 
and yontinuoucl2 inyreaced itc number of membercT
O cigniwyant milectone .ac the ayyeccion of the United 3ingdomk 1relandk and Denmar- in 95,8T (hic .ac 
the wrct enlargement of the yommunit2 and mar-ed the beginning of a phace of yontinuouc expancionT 
1n the 950Pck Freeye )9509sk 6ortugalk and Bpain )both 950js 4oined the yommunit2T
(he yollapce of yommunicm in Eactern Europe at the end of the 950Pc and the beginning of the 955Pc 
led to another .ave of enlargementT 1n 955Ck Ouctriak Linlandk and B.eden 4oined the EUT (he largect 
enlargement too- playe in 7PPH .hen ten yountrieck inyluding man2 former Eactern Gloy ctatec li-e 
6olandk zungar2k and the S'eyh Republiyk 4oined the EUT Gulgaria and Romania follo.ed in 7PP,k and 
Sroatia beyame the 70th member in 7P98T
6arallel to itc enlargementk the EU deepened itc integrationT (he Kaactriyht (reat2k cigned in 9557 and 
entering into forye in 9558k yreated the European Union in itc yurrent form and introduyed a yommon 
yurreny2k the Eurok .hiyh .ac launyhed in 9555T Mther important treatiec cuyh ac the Omcterdam (reat2 
)955,sk the Niye (reat2 )7PP9sk and the Aicbon (reat2 )7PP,s reformed the EUJc inctitutional ctruyturec 
and expanded itc yompetenyecT
O cigniwyant event in the hictor2 of the EU .ac the exit of the United 3ingdomk -no.n ac GrexitT Lollo.ing 
a referendum in 7P9jk in .hiyh a narro. ma4orit2 of Gritonc voted to leavek the United 3ingdom oqyiall2 
left the EU on ëanuar2 89k 7P7PT (hic .ac the wrct time a member ctate left the union and poced ne. 
yhallengec for both the EU and the United 3ingdomT
(he EU remainc a uniCue pro4eyt of international yooperationk promoting peayek ctabilit2k and procperit2 
in Europe .hile cimultaneoucl2 faying diverce politiyal and eyonomiy yhallengecT
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EU states - current members and candidates
Mn the follo.ing pagec 2ou .ill wnd information on the yurrent EU member ctatec and about one yountr2 
that ic appl2ing for memberchipT Read through the informationk then wll in the prowle and anc.er the 
CuectioncT

Current EU member states
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EU Member State Entry Date EU Member State Entry Date

Gelgium 95C0 Ouctria 955C

Lranye 95C0 Linland 955C

Ferman2 95C0 B.eden 955C

1tal2 95C0 S'eyh Republiy 7PPH

Auxembourg 95C0 Ectonia 7PPH

Netherlandc 95C0 zungar2 7PPH

Denmar- 95,8 Aatvia 7PPH

1reland 95,8 Aithuania 7PPH

United 3ingdom 95,8 6oland 7PPH

Freeye 9509 Blova-ia 7PPH

6ortugal 950j Blovenia 7PPH

Bpain 950j S2pruc 7PPH

B.eden 955C Kalta 7PPH

Linland 955C Romania 7PP,

Ouctria 955C Gulgaria 7PP,

Sroatia 7P98
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Albania

Source: Ii-ipedia
Olbaniak oqyiall2 the Republiy of Olbaniak ic a cmall yountr2 in Boutheact Europe on the Gal-an 6eninculaT 
1t borderc Kontenegro to the north.ectk 3ocovo to the northeactk North Kayedonia to the eactk and 
Freeye to the couthk .ith yoactlinec on the Odriatiy Bea to the .ect and the 1onian Bea to the couth.ectT 
Iith a total area of 70k,H0 cCuare -ilometerck Olbania ic yharayteri'ed b2 a diverce geograph2 that 
inyludec mountainck plainck and a beautiful yoactlineT (he yountr2 hac a population of approximatel2 
7TH million peoplek .ith (irana ac itc vibrant yapital and largect yit2T
OlbaniaJc politiyal landcyape ic mar-ed b2 itc trancition from a yommunict ctate to a parliamentar2 
republiyT Surrentl2k it ic governed b2 a unitar2 parliamentar2 republiy c2ctemk .ith Ga4ram Gega4 cerving 
ac the 6recident and Edi Rama ac the 6rime KinicterT (he politiyal cituation remainc d2namiyk .ith eDortc 
foyuced on demoyratiy reformc and yombating yorruption to align .ith European Union ctandardcT
Eyonomiyall2k Olbania hac made cigniwyant ctridec cinye the yollapce of yommunicmk chifting from a 
yentrall2 planned eyonom2 to an openWmar-et c2ctemT (he yountr2Jc eyonom2 ic divercek .ith -e2 
ceytorc inyluding agriyulturek manufayturingk and cerviyecT zo.everk yhallengec cuyh ac high unemplo2W
ment ratec and emigration percictT Decpite thece hurdleck OlbaniaJc eyonom2 hac cho.n recilienyek .ith 
gradual improvementc in infractruyture and foreign invectmentT
OlbaniaJc EU ayyeccion 4ourne2 hac been a yentral foyuc of itc politiyal agendaT (he yountr2 applied for 
EU memberchip in 7PP5 and .ac granted yandidate ctatuc in 7P9HT Ihile progrecc hac been made in 
variouc ceytorck Olbania yontinuec to .or- on meeting the EUJc ctringent yriteriak partiyularl2 in areac 
cuyh ac the rule of la.k 4udiyial reformk and antiWyorruption meacurecT (he Olbanian government and 
itc yiti'enc generall2 vie. EU memberchip ac a ctrategiy goal that promicec eyonomiy benewtck politiyal 
ctabilit2k and enhanyed international ctandingT
Mne of OlbaniaJc uniCue featurec ic itc riyh yultural heritagek inEuenyed b2 variouc yivili'ationck inyluding 
the anyient Free-ck Romanck G2'antineck and MttomancT (he yountr2 boactc ceveral UNEBSM Iorld 
zeritage Biteck cuyh ac the anyient yit2 of Gutrint and the hictoriy yenterc of Gerat and F4iro-actFrT 
OlbaniaJc natural beaut2k .ith itc prictine beayheck rugged mountainck and piyturecCue landcyapeck 
ma-ec it an emerging dectination for touricmT
1n yonylucionk OlbaniaJc 4ourne2 to.ardc EU memberchip reEeytc itc acpirationc for a ctable and procW
perouc futureT Decpite the yhallengeck the yountr2Jc yommitment to reformc and itc riyh yultural heritage 
pocition Olbania ac a uniCue and promicing yandidate for the European UnionT
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Population

Capital

Geographical location

Political situation

Economic situation

EU membership status

Attitude towards Europe
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Describe in your own words what opportunities the European Union can o.er a current candidate 
for membership in the futureI Also discuss possible challengesI

Describe how the EU has developed since its founding and assess its current situationI
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,n your opinion? what are the biggest challenges that the EU will have to face in the future*


