
C�us�tion vs Correl�tion 
Name: Date:

C�us�tion vs. Correl�tion: Wh�t's the Difference?

Read the definitions and examples carefully to understand the difference between cau-
sation and correlation.

Definitions:

Causation: When one event causes another event to happen. There is a cause-and-effect 
relationship.
 Example: Eating lots of sugary snacks causes cavities.
 Correlation: When two events happen at the same time or in a similar pattern but one 
does not necessarily cause the other.
 Example: Ice cream sales and drowning incidents both increase in the summer, but eating 
ice cream does not cause drowning.

Decide if the sentence is �n ex�mple of c�us�tion or correl�tion 

When there is more sunlight, pl�nts tend to grow f�ster.

correlation causation

As the temper�ture incre�ses, the number of people swimming �t the be�ch �lso incre�ses.

causation correlation

Deforest�tion le�ds to � decre�se in the number of �nim�l species in �n �re�.

correlation causation

Are�s with higher levels of �ir pollution h�ve higher r�tes of respir�tory dise�ses.

correlation causation

The more time spent outside, the more likely � person is to h�ve � sunburn.

causation correlation

Regions with higher r�inf�ll h�ve more lush veget�tion.

correlation causation

During full moon, there is �n incre�se in the number of �nim�l �tt�cks reported.

causation correlation



The presence of cert�in types of fungi in soil is �ssoci�ted with the growth of he�lthier pl�nts.

causation correlation

Expl�in why the sentence 'As the temper�ture incre�ses, the number of people swimming �t the 
be�ch �lso incre�ses' is �n ex�mple of correl�tion.

Describe why the sentence 'Deforest�tion le�ds to � decre�se in the number of �nim�l species in 
�n �re�' is �n ex�mple of c�us�tion.

Expl�in why the sentence 'The presence of cert�in types of fungi in soil is �ssoci�ted with the 
growth of he�lthier pl�nts' is �n ex�mple of c�us�tion.

Your turn to use c�us�tion �nd correl�tion

Write � short story th�t includes both � c�us�l rel�tionship �nd � correl�tion.

Cre�te � comic strip for your short story 
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