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DiAerent electoral systems
Read through the chat between two teenagers, then get together with your classmates: What do 
you already know about di?erent electoral systemsA Do you know any other countries besides those 
mentioned by Hhmad and Hlissa where di?erent electoral systems are usedA

Olissa

!i Hlissaf Hre you ready Kor the test on electoral systemsA

!i Hhmadf .ind oKI S know a bit about it, but S need more inKoI

Eame hereI Do you know how many electoral systems are used in the UvA

S think there are seperalI Eome countries use YroYortional reYresentation, rightA

Lesf Gike in CermanyI Eeats are dipided based on the Yercentage oK potes each Yarty getsI

'oolf Hnd whatTs the system called in the v.A

FhatTs the -irstP(astPFheP(ost )-(F(x systemI Fhe candidate with the most potes winsI

Rightf Hnd isnTt there a miVed system tooA

Les, countries like Staly use a miV oK both YroYortional reYresentation and -(F(I

Cot itI What about the Eingle FransKerable Bote )EFBxA

FhatTs used in Ylaces like SrelandI Boters rank candidates, and potes are transKerred until the seats are MlledI

Fhis is actually interestingI Fhanks Kor the inKo, Hhmadf

No Yroblem, Hlissaf Cood luck with the testf

Electoral systems in EU member states
Now read the Kollowing inKoboV with inKormation about the di?erent electoral systems in the Uv member 
statesI Fhen look at the inKormation teVts about three di?erent Uv member states and their electoral 
systemsI



vwerwief oh electoral systems in tPe EU

proRortional deRresentation

(roYortional reYresentation aims to allocate seats in a Yarliament YroYortionally to the 
potes receiped by each YartyI (arties receipe seats corresYonding to the Yercentage oK 
potes they obtainI Fhis Yromotes Kairer reYresentation Kor smaller Yarties and minoritiesI

Usej by: Cermany, Hustria, Eweden, -inland, Denmark, jelgium, GuVembourg, NetherP
lands, EYain, (ortugal, and many othersI

MaVoritarian gotinx

"a2oritarian poting oKten inpolpes the 0-irstP(astPFheP(ost0 system, where the candidate 
with the most potes in a constituency winsI Fhis oKten leads to a stronger concentration 
oK Yower among larger Yarties and can disadpantage smaller YartiesI

Usej by: -rance )Kor the National Hssemblyx, vnited .ingdom )Kor the !ouse oK 'omP
monsxI

Mi-ejTMember proRortional deRresentation

Fhe miVedPmember YroYortional reYresentation system combines elements oK YroYorP
tional reYresentation and ma2oritarian potingI Boters tyYically hape two potes: one Kor 
a direct candidate in their constituency and one Kor a Yarty at the national lepelI Fhis 
balances the adpantages oK both systemsI

Usej by: Cermany )jundestagx, Staly )until 17z4x, !ungaryI

Sinxle Iransherable gote

Fhe single transKerable pote system allows poters to rank candidates in order oK YreKerP
enceI Fhe potes are redistributed according to these YreKerences until all seats are MlledI 
Fhis minimi8es wasted potes and Yromotes more YroYortional reYresentationI

vsed by: Sreland, "altaI

jlock Boting

Sn block poting, poters select multiYle candidates, and the candidates with the most potes 
winI Fhis system can lead to an operreYresentation oK the strongest YartiesI

Usej by: -rance )Kor municiYal electionsx, EYain )Kor EenatexI

Fhe dipersity oK electoral systems within the Uv ensures a wide range oK democratic 
Yrocesses and methods oK reYresentationI
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SRain

EYain, Kormally the .ingdom oK 
EYain, is a country in southwestP
ern UuroYeI St is the largest counP
try in Eouthern UuroYe and the 
KourthPmost YoYulous UuroYean 
vnion member stateI EYain has 
a YoYulation oK aYYroVimately 
59I9 million YeoYle and sYans an 
area oK q7q,áá7 s’uare kilomeP
tersI Fhe country is a unitary YarP
liamentary constitutional monarP
chy, with .ing -eliYe BS as the 
monarch and (edro E6nche8 as 
the (rime "inisterI EYain3s YoP
litical system oYerates under a 
YroYortional reYresentation elecP
toral systemI !istorically, EYain 
has had parious electoral sysP
tems, including ma2ority poting 
systems during the -rancoist eraI 
Fhe neVt general elections are 
scheduled Kor 171/I

EYainTs electoral system is based on YroYortionP
al reYresentation, allowing Kor a Kair reYresentaP
tion oK the electorateTs YreKerencesI Fhis system 
has been in Ylace since the transition to democP
racy in the late zá47sI Fhe Yolitical landscaYe is 
characteri8ed by a multiPYarty system, leading 
to coalition gopernments where multiYle Yarties 
work together to Korm a gopernmentI

Frelanj

Sreland, oJcially known as the 
ReYublic oK Sreland, is a country 
in northwestern UuroYeI St occuP
Yies most oK the island oK Sreland, 
sharing a border with Northern 
Sreland, Yart oK the vnited .ingP
domI Sreland has a YoYulation 
oK aYYroVimately qIz million YeoP
Yle and copers an area oK 47,14I 
s’uare kilometersI Fhe country is 
a Yarliamentary democracy with 
"ichael DI !iggins as the (resP
ident and Geo Baradkar as the 
Faoiseach )(rime "inisterxI SreP
land uses a single transKerable 
pote )EFBx system, a Korm oK YroP
Yortional reYresentationI !istoriP
cally, Sreland used di?erent elecP
toral systems, including the maP
2ority poting system beKore gainP
ing indeYendenceI Fhe neVt genP
eral elections are anticiYated in 
171qI

SrelandTs electoral system, the single transKerP
able pote )EFBx, allows poters to rank candidates 
in order oK YreKerenceI Fhis method ensures a 
more YroYortional reYresentation oK Yarties and 
candidates in the YarliamentI EFB has been in 
use since the establishment oK the Srish -ree 
Etate in zá11, Yromoting a Kairer and more inP
clusipe Yolitical systemI

domania

Romania is a country located at 
the crossroads oK 'entral, UastP
ern, and Eoutheast UuroYeI St borP
ders vkraine, !ungary, Eerbia, 
julgaria, and "oldopaI Romania 
has a YoYulation oK about zá milP
lion YeoYle and sYans an area 
oK 1I9,Iá4 s’uare kilometersI Fhe 
country is a unitary semiPYresiP
dential reYublic with .laus SohanP
nis as the (resident and "arP
cel 'iolacu as the (rime "inisterI 
Romania emYloys a YroYortional 
reYresentation electoral systemI 
Sn the Yast, Romania used di?erP
ent poting systems including maP
2ority poting during the commuP
nist eraI Fhe neVt Yarliamentary 
elections are scheduled Kor 1715I

RomaniaTs electoral system is based on YroYorP
tional reYresentation, ensuring a Kair distribuP
tion oK seats in the Yarliament according to the 
potes each Yarty receipesI Fhis system has been 
in Ylace since the Kall oK the communist regime 
in zá9á, helYing to establish a more democratic 
and reYresentatipe Yolitical enpironmentI
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Ojjitional inhormation hor teacPers

uill o,t tPe table. ,sinx tPe inhormation hrom tPe te-ts abo,t tPe tPree co,ntriesN 

Similarities DiAerences

Hll three countries are UuroP
Yean nationsI

EYain is in southwestern UuP
roYe, Sreland in northwestern 
UuroYe, and Romania at the 
crossroads oK 'entral, Uastern, 
and Eoutheast UuroYeI

(olitical Eituation Hll three countries hape a Korm 
oK Yarliamentary democracyI

EYain is a unitary Yarliamentary 
constitutional monarchy with a 
monarch and a (rime "inisP
terI Sreland is a Yarliamentary 
democracy with a (resident and 
a FaoiseachI Romania is a uniP
tary semiPYresidential reYublic 
with a (resident and a (rime 
"inisterI

Ulectoral Eystem J Ulections Hll three countries use YroYorP
tional reYresentation systemsI

EYain uses a YroYortional reYP
resentation electoral system, 
Sreland uses the single transP
Kerable pote )EFBx system, and 
Romania also uses a YroYorP
tional reYresentation systemI 
Fhe neVt general elections are 
scheduled Kor 171/ in EYain, 
171q in Sreland, and 1715 in RoP
maniaI
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Elections in tPe USO

Fhe vE Yresidential election oK 1715 will take Ylace on Nopember q, 1715, and will be 
the /7th election oK its kindI 'iti8ens in all states and the District oK 'olumbia will pote 
Kor electors, who will then elect the Yresident and pice YresidentI Sncumbent (resident 
Koe jiden withdrew his candidacy in Kuly 1715 and endorsed .amala !arris, who became 
the Democratic (artyTs Yresidential candidateI !er oYYonent is Kormer (resident Donald 
FrumY, who is running Kor a second, nonPconsecutipe term and receiped the ReYublican 
(artyTs nominationI Fhe election is conducted through an indirect poting system, where 
poters choose members oK the Ulectoral 'ollege, who then determine the Yresident 
and pice YresidentI Fhe election coincides with the elections Kor the vE Eenate, !ouse 
oK ReYresentatipes, gopernors, and state legislaturesI Fhe winners oK the Yresidential 
election will be inaugurated on Kanuary 17, 171qI

kof taWe a looW at tPe inhobo- fitP inhormation abo,t tPe elections in tPe USON ?Pat electoral 
system is ,sej Pere anj Pof joes it jiAer hrom tPose oh tPe tPree co,ntries yo, learnej abo,t 
in tPe inho te-tsQ ?rite a sPort te-t fitP yo,r ansferN
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z,iC
Fest your knowledge about the di?erent electoral systems to concludeI 'an you answer all the ’uestionsA 
-or helY, take another look at the inKo boV at the beginning oK the worksheetI

qPoose tPe correct ansfer hor eacP B,estionN 

?PicP electoral system is jesixnej to allocate seats RroRortionally to tPe Rercentaxe oh wotes 
receiwej by eacP RartyQ

(roYortional ReYresentation "a2oritarian Boting Eingle FransKerable Bote

"iVedP"ember (roYortional ReYresentation

Fn fPicP co,ntry is tPe Mi-ejTMember proRortional deRresentation system ,sej hor tPe K,nT
jestax electionsQ

Staly -rance !ungary Cermany

?PicP electoral system co,lj leaj to an owerreRresentation oh tPe stronxest Rarties j,e to woters 
selectinx m,ltiRle canjijatesQ

jlock Boting (roYortional ReYresentation "a2oritarian Boting

Eingle FransKerable Bote

?Py joes tPe Sinxle Iransherable gote system minimiCe fastej wotesQ

St allows poters to select multiYle candidates

St combines YroYortional reYresentation with ma2oritarian poting

Botes are redistributed according to poter YreKerences until all seats are Mlled

Botes are only counted once

?PicP electoral system is ,sej hor tPe kational Ossembly elections in uranceQ

Eingle FransKerable Bote "a2oritarian Boting (roYortional ReYresentation

jlock Boting

?PicP system combines elements oh RroRortional reRresentation anj maVoritarian wotinxQ

"iVedP"ember (roYortional ReYresentation jlock Boting Eingle FransKerable Bote

(roYortional ReYresentation



?PicP electoral system is ,sej hor m,niciRal elections in uranceQ

"a2oritarian Boting Eingle FransKerable Bote jlock Boting

(roYortional ReYresentation

?PicP electoral system is tyRically ,sej in tPe Unitej Hinxjom hor tPe 4o,se oh qommonsQ

(roYortional ReYresentation "iVedP"ember (roYortional ReYresentation

Eingle FransKerable Bote "a2oritarian Boting

?PicP electoral system is ,sej in Frelanj anj allofs woters to ranW canjijates in orjer oh 
RreherenceQ

(roYortional ReYresentation "iVedP"ember (roYortional ReYresentation

"a2oritarian Boting Eingle FransKerable Bote


