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Preparing an interview
On the following pages, you will rcst pcaqtiqe focmulating duestions anv duecies celatev to a giben topiq 
acea, .efoce rnally pcepacing youc own intecbiew with appcopciate duestionsA

What is a social science interview?

xn intecbiew is an engaging qonbecsation whece you leacn moce a.out a pecson anv theic 
eSpecienqesA koqial sqienqe intecbiews help us unvecstanv how people thinT, feel, anv aqtA 
!ovay, you will .eqome a ceseacqhec youcself'

Choose a topic you are interested in!

!o qonvuqt an engaging intecbiew, you must rcst qhoose a topiq that you•ce intecestev in 
anv a.out whiqh you woulv liTe to leacn moceA

Examples
H ?ow has life in ouc town qhangev in the last S yeacsW

H Chat voes fcienvship mean to viPecent peopleW

H Chat vceams anv goals vo young people habe tovayW

Write down a possible interview topic related to the subject area 'school'.
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Finding the right interview partner

Now it is impoctant to rnv the cight pecson you want to intecbiewA

Fonsivec who the .est point of qontaqt foc youc topiq might .eA (ossi.le options inqluve:
H …amily mem.ec )fathec, mothec, .cothec, sistec, gcanvma, gcanvpajU

H …cienv )fcom sqhool, the spocts qlu., the musiq sqhool, the neigh.ochoovjU

H !eaqhec )homecoom teaqhec oc su."eqt teaqhec, possi.ly a focmec elementacy sqhool 
teaqhecU

H Neigh.oc )fcom youc .uilving, fcom the same stceetU

Note down potential people whom you could interview on the topic of 'school'.
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Asking the right questions

!o get eSqiting answecs, you neev goov duestionsA ?ece ace a few tips:
H Ask open-ended questions: -se what, how, anv why duestions that allow foc moce 

than "ust a RyesR oc RnoR answecA

H Plan follow-up questions: !hinT a.out how you qan cesponv to possi.le answecs to 
rnv out moceA

Examples

H RChat is the most impoctant lesson you habe leacnev in lifeWR

H R?ow has youc opinion on the following impoctant topiq qhangev obec timeWR

Write down possible interview questions (3-5) related to your topic in the area of 'school'. Make 
sure to formulate open-ended questions.

Talk about your results so far
Disquss youc cesults togethec in qlass:

H Chat•s youc topiqW

H Cho ace potential intecbiew pactnecsW

H Chiqh possi.le duestions habe you wcitten vownW

Fompace youc cesults anv gibe eaqh othec feev.aqT on what you qan still impcobeA Onqe you habe 
visqussev ebecything, it is time foc you to qome up with youc own invibivual topiq foc youc intecbiew'
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Think about the topics that occupy you in your daily life and what is important to you. Then 
formulate your topic (e.g., in the form of a question). Write down your topic here.

Note down the person you would like to interview.

Now write down your questions (3-5 of them). Make sure to formulate open-ended questions.

Conducting the interview

Now it•s time to qonvuqt the intecbiew'

?ece ace a few tips to ensuce ebecything goes smoothly:
H (ay attention to the .ovy language anv ceaqtions of youc intecbiew pactnec

H kignal )eAgA, .y novvingU that you ace listening attentibely

H xsT followIup duestions to intecesting answecs foc whiqh you want moce infocmation

H 5eqocv the intecbiew )with pecmissionU oc taTe notes
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Notes 

-se this spaqe to taTe notes vucing the intecbiewA
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ReXection
xftec you habe qonvuqtev the intecbiew, visquss the following points togethec in qlass:

H ?ow was the eSpecienqe of qonvuqting the intecbiew foc youW

H 6s thece anything you woulv vo viPecently neSt timeW

H Chat was the most intecesting thing you leacnevW

H Cas thece anything that sucpcisev youW

ESTRA: Improving interview techniques

Catqh biveos of "oucnalists anv talT show hosts anv pay attention to how vo they asT 
duestionsA

Disquss with youc qlassmates:
H Chat duestions viv they asTW

H Chiqh ones wocTev wellW

ESTRA TAK4

Fceate a postec, a povqast, oc a shoct cepoct a.out youc intecbiew anv shace it with the 
cest of the qlassA


