
Myths in different countries
Name: Date:

1. Gather around, lads and lasses, for I have a tale to tell. A tale of a creature so fierce, it strikes fear 
into the hearts of all who dare to cross its path. I speak of none other than the Loch Ness Monster, 
or Nessie as she's affectionately known.

Legend has it that Nessie dwells in the murky depths of Loch Ness, a vast and deep body of water in the 
Scottish Highlands. For centuries, there have been sightings of this elusive beast, with some claiming 
she's a plesiosaur, a dinosaur that somehow survived extinction.
Many have tried to capture proof of Nessie's existence, but all have failed. Some say she's just a myth, 
a story to scare children, but others believe she's real, lurking just beneath the surface, waiting to be 
discovered.
So, the next time you find yourself near Loch Ness, keep your eyes peeled and your camera ready. You 
never know when Nessie might decide to make an appearance.

1. Now, gather 'round once more, for I have another tale to share. This one is about the mythical 
Kelpie, a shape-shifting water spirit that haunts the rivers and lochs of Scotland.

The Kelpie is said to take the form of a beautiful horse, luring unsuspecting travelers to climb onto its 
back. But once they do, they find themselves unable to dismount, as the Kelpie's skin becomes adhesive. 
The creature then drags them into the water, where they meet a watery grave.
But the Kelpie can also take on the appearance of a handsome young man, seducing young women and 
leading them to their doom. So, be wary when you come across a lone horse or a charming stranger by 
the water's edge. It could be the Kelpie, waiting to claim its next victim.
Remember, not all myths and legends are just stories. Some have a grain of truth to them, and the Kelpie 
is one you'd do well to heed.

Decide whether these statements are true or false 

The Loch Ness Monster is also known as Nessie.

True False

Nessie is believed to live in a small pond in the Scottish Highlands.

True False

There is concrete evidence of Nessie's existence.

True False

The Kelpie is a shape-shifting water spirit from Scottish folklore.

True False



The Kelpie can only take the form of a horse.

True False

Once a person mounts the Kelpie, they can easily dismount.

True False

The Kelpie is known to seduce young women by taking the appearance of a handsome young man.

True False

All myths and legends are just made-up stories with no truth to them.

True False

Myths

Myths are traditional stories that have been passed down through generations, often 
with the purpose of explaining natural or social phenomena. They typically involve 
supernatural beings or events and are set in a time that is often considered to be the 
distant past. Myths are an important part of many cultures and are often used to teach 
moral or cultural values.

One of the key literary characteristics of myths is their use of symbolism. 
 Another common characteristic of myths is their use of archetypes, or recurring 
character types that represent universal patterns of human behavior. 

Myths are typically told in a narrative form, with a clear beginning, middle, and end. 
They often include a problem or conflict that must be resolved, and the resolution of this 
conflict often serves as the climax of the story.

What characteristics of the Loch Ness Monster classify it as a mythical creature?

How does the setting contribute to the mythic quality of the Kelpie story?



In what ways does the Kelpie's ability to shape-shift add to its mythical status?

Explain how the concept of a creature surviving extinction contributes to the mythical nature of 
Nessie.

Create your own myth involving a mythical creature.


