
Women in history
Name: Date:

  Info

In this worksheet, you will look at the role of women in a historical context. You will learn 
about the circumstances of women's lives and gain an insight into the lives, successes 
and challenges of two well-known women.

  Letter to my cousin
December 1, 1919
Dear Anna,
I hope this letter Lnds you well. Gife here in qermany has been Ruite tumultuous lately, but also full of 
hope and change. You may have heard about the qerman 1evolution of 989K-9898. It all started with 
a mutiny by sailors in Biel, which Ruickly spread across the country. Ey November 8, 989K, the qerman 
Tmpire had fallen, and we were declared a republic. Whis revolution brought about the Oeimar 1epublic, 
which promises many changes, especially for us women.
!ne of the most exciting developments is that women now have the right to votej Whis was something 
unimaginable Must a few years ago. Hy mother and aunts are thrilled and have been discussing politics 
at every family gathering. Whey believe that our voices can now be heard, and this gives me hope for our 
future.
Sowever, not everything is perfect. Hany of our older female relatives are cautious. Hy grandmother, 
for instance, worries that these changes might not last. ’he often talks about the hardships during the 
war and fears that the new government might face the same fate as the old one if it doesnCt address the 
peopleCs needs.
Whe Pouncil of the 4eople's Deputies, which took over after the revolution, made signiLcant promises like 
freedom of expression and an eight-hour workday. Yet, there are still many challenges. Whe country is 
divided, with some supporting the new republic and others longing for the past. Whe economic situation 
is tough, and thereCs a lot of unrest.
Despite the uncertainties, I feel a sense of empowerment. Eeing 9Z in this new qermany means growing 
up with more opportunities and rights than our mothers and grandmothers had. I hope that by the time 
we are adults, these changes will have taken Lrm root, and we can live in a truly eRual society.
Orite back soon and tell me how things are in your part of the world.
Oith love,
 Giesel
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Answer the Ruestions with the help of the text.

How does Elise perceive the current role of women?

Are there signs of changes in the circumstances for women in the future?
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1ead through the stories of the two women and highlight important aspects of their lives, successes, 
challenges and their role in history.

Clara Zetkin

I am Plara Jetkin, born on 5uly 7, 9K7z, in Oiederau, 
Bingdom of ’axony. Whroughout my life, I devot-
ed myself to the Lght for women's rights, social-
ism, and peace. As a politician and activist, I faced 
numerous challenges in a society that restricted 
women's roles to the household. Despite these ob-
stacles, I persevered, advocating for women's suf-
frage, eRual education, and labor rights. !ne of 
my signiLcant successes was organiśing the Lrst 
International Oomen's Day in 9899. Tven though 
I encountered resistance and societal norms, my 
work laid the groundwork for future generations of 
women to enMoy greater freedoms and eRuality. Hy 
legacy continues to inspire those who strive for so-
cial Mustice and gender eRuality.

Plara Jetkin was a pioneering women's rights activist and socialist who 
played a crucial role in organiśing the Lrst International Oomen's Day. 
Ser advocacy for women's sućrage, education, and labor rights laid the 
foundation for future advancements in gender eRuality.

Rosa Luxemburg

I am 1osa Guxemburg, born on Harch 7, 9Kz9, in 
Jamo@A, Pongress 4oland. As an economist, revo-
lutionary, and political theorist, I dedicated my life 
to the struggle for social Mustice and eRuality. Hy 
Mourney was fraught with challenges, especially as 
a woman in a male-dominated political arena. I 
co-founded the ’partacus Geague and the Pommu-
nist 4arty of qermany, advocating for workers' rights 
and opposing militarism. Despite being imprisoned 
and ultimately executed for my beliefs, I left a lasting 
impact through my writings and revolutionary activ-
ities. Hy work continues to inspire those who Lght 
for social and economic Mustice worldwide.

1osa Guxemburg was a revolutionary socialist and political theorist whose 
advocacy for workers' rights and opposition to militarism left a lasting 
legacy. Ser contributions to political thought and her role in founding the 
Pommunist 4arty of qermany continue to inBuence movements for social 
Mustice.
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Familiarize yourself with the lives and contributions of Clara Zetkin and Rosa Luxemburg. 
Evaluate their impact on women's rights, socialism, and social justice movements. 

Life data
Include key dates, places, and maMor events in 
their lives. Hention their early life, education, and 
any signiLcant personal experiences that shaped 
their paths.

Successes
Discuss their maMor achievements and contribu-
tions. Sighlight key successes such as organiśing 
the Lrst International Oomen's Day or founding 
political organiśations.

Challenges
Describe the obstacles and challenges they faced. 
Ponsider societal norms, political opposition, and 
personal hardships.

Role in history
Analyśe their overall impact on history. Discuss 
how their work inBuenced future generations and 
movements for social Mustice and gender eRuality.


