
Diseases that changed the world
Name: Date:

Some words that will help you talk about infectious diseases



Match the words with their deTnitions 

incubation period a period of isolation to prevent the 
spread of disease

pathogen related to or caused by bacteria

vector an organism that transmits a 
pathogen from one host to another

bacterial a widespread occurrence of an in-
fectious disease in a community at a 
particular time

viral capable of being transmitted from 
one individual to another

antibiotic a type of medication used to treat 
bacterial infections

quarantine a microorganism that causes disease

contagious the body's defense mechanism 
against pathogens

immune response the time between exposure to an in-
fection and the appearance of the 
Trst symptoms

epidemic related to or caused by viruses

Hhe Story of Hyphus
,yphusk also .nown as typhus feverk is a group of infectious diseases including epidemic typhusk scrub 
typhusk and murine typhusC ,hese diseases are caused by bacteria spread by licek "eask or mitesC 
Gommon symptoms include feverk headachek and a rash that begins one to two wee.s after exposureC



Oistory and Oistorical Eutbreaks
,yphus has haunted humanity for centuriesC ,he term ztyphusz comes from the 1ree. word ztuphoskz 
meaning smo.y or ha4yk because the disease often caused confusion and stuporC ,he Trst reliable 
description dates bac. to 89SB during the Ipanish siege of 7a4ak where more soldiers died of typhus 
than in battleC 0n the 8jEEsk it was .nown as z2ail feverz in (nglandk spreading rapidly in overcrowded 
and unsanitary prisonsC
Stages and Hypes

8C Rpidemic Hyphus: Gaused by zickettsia prowaCekiik spread by body liceC 0t often occurs in 
situations of war and povertyC

)C Scrub Hyphus: Gaused by Erientia tsutsugamushik spread by chiggers Amite larvae3C Gommon in 
Ioutheast FsiaC

WC Murine Hyphus: Gaused by zickettsia typhik spread by "easC Pound in tropical and subtropical 
areasC

qonsePuences and Rvects on Oumanity
,yphus has caused millions of deaths throughout historyk especially during wars and faminesC During 
Uorld Uar 0 and 00k it devastated soldiers and civilians ali.eC 0n Na4i concentration campsk typhus was 
rampant due to the horriTc living conditionsk .illing manyk including Fnne Pran.C
WreIention and Hreatment
,here is no commercially available vaccine for typhusC :revention focuses on avoiding licek "eask and 
mites through good hygiene and the use of insect repellentsC ,reatment is usually e;ective with antibi-
otics li.e doxycyclinek drastically reducing fatality rates if administered earlyC
,yphus remains a rare but serious diseasek primarily a;ecting populations in poor sanitary conditionsC 
<nderstanding its history and spread helps us appreciate the importance of hygiene and medical 
advancements in preventing such deadly outbrea.sC

Himeline of eIents



,hat we need to remember



.magine you are a professor preparing a talk for a conference about the historyx typesx and impact 
of typhus) Wrepare a speech discussing the originsx diverent typesx historical signiTcancex and 
methods of preIention and treatment of typhusx using the base te*t as your reference)


