
Writing a diary entry
Name: Date:

How to write a diary entry
1. Incude day, date and time

 A diary entry typically begins with the day, date, and time of the entry. This helps 
establish the context and chronology.

2. Dear Diary
 A diary entry always starts with dear diary

3. First-person perspective
 Diaries are written in the (rst person u)sing Iv. This personal perspecti4e allows the 
writer to express their tho)ghts, feelings, and experiecnes directly.

U. Informal style
 knliHe formal writing, diaries ha4e an informal tone. Tqey can )se chatty lang)age, 
opinions, and e4en rhetorical 5)estions.

I. Comprehensive content
 The body of the diary entry sho)ld be detailed and comprehensi4e. 'tCs abo)t 
experiences, emotions, e4ents, and reSections. -apt)re the essence of the moment.

Answer the questions about diary entries. 

What perspective are diary entries typically written in?

FecondOperson ThirdOperson EirstOperson

What should be included at the beginning of a diary entry to establish context?

Day, date, and time The weather forecast A famo)s 5)ote

What is the purpose of using an informal tone in diary entries?

To express personal tho)ghts and feelings To conf)se the reader

To maHe it so)nd o’cial

What should the body of a diary entry focus on?

Mnly facts and (g)res jxperiences, emotions, and reSections -)rrent news e4ents



What is the main purpose of a diary entry?

To pers)ade others to change their opinions

To doc)ment personal experiences and tho)ghts To entertain readers with (ctional stories

Dear Diary,
 This day of our Lord, 18th of February, 1795,
A sing)lar enco)nter transpired this day. ' was in4ited to the qarringtonVs grand ball, where ' had the 
hono)r of maHing the ac5)aintance of Yiss 'sabella qarrington. qer bea)ty and grace bespeaH a lady 
of impeccable breeding. A promenade in the moonlit gardens bro)ght forth enzoyable con4ersation, 
ranging from the philosophies of Woltaire to the bea)ty of sonnets. Tr)ly, it wo)ld be an hono)r to co)rt 
s)ch a lady of intellect and charm. Ne4ertheless, ' m)st proceed with ca)tio)s optimism, for in matters 
of lo4e, the heart is wont to be at odds with reason.
!o)rs faithf)lly,

Dear Diary,
 September 18, 1960,
' had one of those extraordinary dates tonight, the Hind they write abo)t in those teen maga?ines. qer 
name is Nancy, pretty with those c)te dimples that show e4ery time she la)ghs. Be met at the local 
diner, and boyZ Fhe s)re lo4es her milHshaHes. Be talHed abo)t e4erything, from o)r fa4orite records to 
the moon landing. 'snCt it wild to thinH man might soon walH on the mooné Fhe seems liHe a girl of the 
f)t)re. ' thinH 'Cd liHe to see that f)t)re with her. >)t, letCs not get ahead of o)rsel4es. 't was only the (rst 
date after allZ

Dear Diary,
 October 12, 2022,
Fo, ' z)mped into the online dating world today. ' matched with this girl, Alicia, on Tinder. Fhe liHes indie 
m)sic and 4egan food, z)st liHe me. Be decided to ha4e a 4irt)al date o4er ?oom, gi4en the ongoing 
sit)ation. Be cooHed the same recipe in o)r respecti4e Hitchens, and thatCs when it happened. ' set o@ 
the smoHe alarm while sa)tAing onions. Fhe la)ghed so hard, it was infectio)s. ThereCs something abo)t 
her that feels real, e4en tho)gh we were miles apart. ' thinH ' want to do this again, min)s the smoHe. 'n 
any case, welcome to dating in the digital ageZ

Read the diary entries and decide if the statements are true or false. 

The diary entry from 1795 is about a grand ball at the Harrington's residence.

Tr)e Ealse

The protagonist of the diary entry from 1795 is infatuated with Miss Isabella Harrington.

Tr)e Ealse

The diary entry from 1960 mentions a girl named Nancy with dimples.

Tr)e Ealse



The protagonist of the diary entry from 1960 met Nancy at a local diner.

Tr)e Ealse

The diary entry from 1960 discusses the possibility of man walking on the moon.

Tr)e Ealse

The diary entry from 2022 mentions the protagonist setting oZ the smoke alarm while cooking.

Tr)e Ealse

The protagonist of the diary entry from 2022 matched with Alicia on Tinder.

Tr)e Ealse

The diary entry from 2022 describes a virtual date over 6oom.

Tr)e Ealse

Write your own diary entry about the same topic as the sample entries.


