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What influence can song lyrics have and what stylistic devices are there?

Song lyrics are more than just accompaniment to music - they are often artfully crafted 
texts that play with language, evoke emotions, and convey messages. Many artists use 
various linguistic stylistic devices such as metaphors, rhymes, wordplay, alliterations, or 
ad-libs. This so-called "power of words" gives lyrics depth, expressiveness, and often 
ambiguity. Whether in rap, pop, rock, or other genres, the deliberate play with language 
transforms simple texts into powerful statements that linger in memory. In this context, 
it is worthwhile to take a closer look at the stylistic devices used and their impact.

  Open Discussion in the Learning Group: Imagine a song is like a poem. What makes a song 
particularly good or memorable for you? Discuss which songs you often sing along to or whose lyrics 
you can easily remember.

  Partner Work Assignment: Consider which stylistic devices might be used in songs. What stylistic 
devices can you think of?

  Write your answer here. 
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  Assignment: Read the text carefully.

Stylistic Devices in Songs

Introduction

In the world of music, stylistic devices play a crucial role in enhancing the emotional and aesthetic 
appeal of songs. These tools help artists convey their message more vividly and connect deeply with 
their audience. Let's explore some of the most common stylistic devices used in the music industry.

Metaphor and Simile

Metaphors and similes are foundational stylistic devices that compare two different things, providing 
depth to lyrics. For instance, in the song "Firework" by Katy Perry, the metaphor "Baby, you're a firework" 
compares a person to a firework, suggesting they have untapped potential and beauty.

Imagery

Imagery involves using descriptive language to create visual images in the listener's mind. In "Hotel 
California" by The Eagles, the lyric "On a dark desert highway, cool wind in my hair" paints a vivid picture 
of the setting, allowing the listener to visualize and feel the environment.

Personification

Personification gives human characteristics to non-human entities. This device is evident in Adele's 
"Rolling in the Deep," where she sings about the scars reminding her, attributing human-like memory to 
scars.

Adlibs

Adlibs are spontaneous vocal expressions that artists add to their songs, often during live performances 
or recordings, to convey emotion or enhance the song's energy. These improvisational elements can 
vary from simple phrases to more complex vocal riffs, adding a distinct flavor to the music.

Conclusion

Stylistic devices are essential tools in songwriting, enabling artists to express complex emotions and 
ideas in a relatable and engaging manner. Whether through metaphors, imagery, personification, or 
adlibs, these elements enrich the musical experience and deepen the listener's connection to the song.
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  Assignment: Watch the YouTube video carefully. Note down spontaneous impressions and initial 
interpretations of the song in bullet points.

Youtube: Billie Eilish - Happier than Ever
To watch the youtube video just scan the QR code.
https://youtu.be/5GJWxDKyk3A?si=k_T7RnD5myAlz6kn

  Write your answer here. 
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  Assignment: Watch the video a second time and read the lyrics simultaneously. Then, work in pairs. 
Discuss which central phrase or theme the song lyrics address and what stylistic devices are used, as 
well as any particular features you notice.
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  Assignment: Try to develop an initial interpretation using the provided questions.

What is the significance of the phrase 'I'm happier than ever' in the song?

Identify and explain the use of irony in the lyrics when discussing the relationship.

Discuss the emotional impact of the shift in tone between the beginning and end of the song.



Analyze how the lyrics portray the theme of betrayal and trust.

How does the line 'You made me hate this city' reflect the influence of the relationship on the 
narrator's environment?
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In-Depth Study and Research

  Group Work Assignment: Form groups of 3-4. Choose a question about the song lyrics 
and conduct detailed research using the internet.

Note:
• Research the stylistic device and examine it closely. How is it used, and why might the 

artist choose to use this device?

• Find examples where this phrasing is used in other media (such as films, books, or 
news) and analyze its impact.

• Discuss how the meaning of words or phrases changes over time.

  Write down here. 


