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Mood refers to the emotional atmosphere or feeling that a reader experiences when
reading a text. It's like the emotional backdrop that surrounds the reader as they engage

with the text.

General atmosphere: Mood sets the overall emotional feeling of a story, poem, or any

other literary work.

Created gradually: Mood develops throughout a literary work.
Established elements: Several factors contribute to mood, including setting, imagery,

tone, and word choice.

Mood is not the same as tone: While tone reflects the author's attitude, mood focuses
on the reader's emotional response.

Read through the words describing mood and their definitions.

Word Definition Example of Usage
Eerie Strange and frightening The eerie music set a spooky
mood for the movie.
Exhilarating Causing one to feel excited and | The exhilarating car chase
full of energy scene left the audience on the
edge of their seats.
Foreboding A feeling that something bad The dark clouds created a fore-
will happen boding mood in the story.
Gloomy Dark or poorly lit, especially so | The gloomy setting reflected the
as to appear depressing character's somber mood.
[dyllic Extremely happy, peaceful, or The idyllic scenery in the novel
picturesque created a serene mood.
Melancholic Feeling or expressing pensive The melancholic music set the
sadness mood for the character's reflec-
tion on lost love.
Nostalgic A sentimental longing for the The nostalgic references in the
past film created a mood of longing
for simpler times.
Ominous Giving the impression that The ominous soundtrack hinted
something bad or unpleasantis | at the upcoming danger in the
going to happen plot.




Suspenseful

Causing a feeling of excitement
or nervousness about what may
happen

The suspenseful pacing of the
story kept readers on the edge
of their seats.

Tense

Unable to relax because of ner-
Vousness or stress

The tense atmosphere in the
film mirrored the characters'
anxiety.

What is the mood in this sentence?

The forest was alive with the sounds of birds singing and leaves rustling in the gentle breeze.

peaceful

The thunderstorm raged outside, the lightning illuminating the dark sky and the thunder shaking the

ground.

The snow fell softly, covering the ground in a blanket of white, and the world was silent and still.

The wildfire tore through the forest, consuming everything in its path and leaving destruction in its wake.

The flowers were in full bloom, their vibrant colors and sweet fragrance filling the air.
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Write an essay that explores the theme of 'mood' in literature by including three different literary
moods: happy, sad, and suspenseful.



