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Project Based Learning

This worksheet is primarily intended for educators to assist them in structuring their PBL 
project and provide inspiration and ideas for speci.c topicsA

Step 1: Finding the Driving Question

Rule for Crafting a Driving Question in Project-Based Learning

q driving buestion should -e open,endedI connected to real,world issuesI and useful for guiding 
the projectA "t needs to -e -road enough to allow for multiple approaches -ut speci.c enough to 
remain focusedA
Example: HSow can we reinterpret and adapt 'hakespeare?s works to address contemporary 
social issues in our community1H

Driving Question
Sow can we reinterpret 'hakespeare?s works to address contemporary social issues and make them 
resonate with today?s audiences1
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Step 2: Sustained Inquiry
Let your students research the topicA Providing them with resources to limit the .eld and avoid over,
whelming students can -e helpfulA

Resource Suggestions to Help the Sustained Inquiry Phase
•A Annotated Editions of Shakespeare's Works

x Resource: HThe qrden 'hakespeareH series

x Description: Provides detailed annotations and historical conte2t that help in understanding 
the languageI themesI and settings of 'hakespeare?s playsA

MA Contemporary Adaptations
x Resource: zovies like Ba( Luhrmann?s Romeo + Juliet or 10 Things I Hate About You 

)adaptation of The Taming of the Shrew3

x Description: These .lms oJer modern retellings of 'hakespeare?s storiesI making it easier to 
see how his themes can -e updated for contemporary audiencesA

4A Critical Essays and Journals
x Resource: Oournals such as Shakespeare Quarterly or Shakespeare Studies

x Description: qcademic papers and essays that e2plore various interpretations and analyses of 
'hakespeare?s workI often addressing modern issuesA

RA Online Databases
x Resource: O'TUEI Project z5'C

x Description: qccess to a vast collection of scholarly articlesI including those that might focus 
on modern readings of 'hakespeareA

’A Documentaries and Educational Videos
x Resource: The BB6?s Shakespeare Uncovered series

x Description: UJers insights from actorsI directorsI and scholars on the relevance of 'hake,
speare7s plays todayA

/A Books on Modern Reinterpretations
x Resource: Shakespeare Reimagined: Interpretations Across Time and Media -y David 

Bevington

x Description: C2plores various interpretations and adaptations of 'hakespeare7s works over 
timeA

8A Social Media and Online Communities



x Resource: Eeddit )rG'hakespeare3I TwitterI and speciali(ed forums

x Description: Platforms where students can engage in discussions a-out contemporary takes 
on 'hakespeare7s works and share ideasA

9A Workshops and Webinars
x Resource: Urgani(ations like The Eoyal 'hakespeare 6ompany )E'63 and 'hakespeare7s Flo-e 

often host online workshops

x Description: "nteractive sessions that can provide deeper insights into reinterpreting 'hake,
speare for modern audiencesA

0A Thematic Comparisons
x Resource: Shakespeare and Social Justice: Scholarship and Performance in an Unequal 

World edited -y 'haron U?Dair and Timothy Wrancisco

x Description: C2amines how 'hakespeare?s works engage with issues of social justiceI making 
connections to contemporary social issuesA

•FA Performance Reviews and Critiques
x Resource: Ge-sites like The 'tage or Broadway Gorld

x Description: Eeviews of modern performances of 'hakespeare7s playsI often highlighting how 
directors and actors have updated the material for contemporary audiencesA
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Step 3: Identifying the Knal product

4ey Consideration for PBL Product Choice

Determine what students will create or present at the end of the projectA This should -e some,
thing that can -e shared with an authentic audienceA "t could -e a presentationI a prototypeI a 
performanceI or a digital productA
Example: q workshop series for schools that uses HThe TempestH to discuss environmental 
conservationI culminating in student,led presentations on local environmental issuesA
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Step (: Mapping the Milestones

Relevance of Milestones in Project-Based Learning

zilestones in project,-ased learning ensure that students stay on track and allow for formative 
assessmentsI which are crucial for the successful completion of the projectA
Example: Ghen reinterpreting 'hakespeare?s works to address contemporary social issuesI key 
milestones might include:

x Eesearch Phase: 'tudents gather information on the original 'hakespearean te2t and identify 
relevant contemporary social issuesA

x 6oncept Development: 'tudents develop a concept on how to reinterpret the te2t to make it 
relevant to today7s audiencesA

x Draft 'u-mission: 'tudents su-mit a draft of their reinterpretation for formative feed-ackA

x Peer Eeview: 'tudents participate in peer reviews to re.ne their reinterpretationsA

x Winal Presentation: 'tudents present their .nal reinterpretation to the class or a larger audi,
enceA

Project-Based Learning Milestones for Reinterpreting Shake-
speare's Works

Milestone 1: Conduct Initial Research and Collect Data )Week 1-25
x Task: 'tudents will -egin -y researching 'hakespeare7s worksI focusing on understanding the 

themesI charactersI and historical conte2t of the playsA They should also gather information on 
contemporary social issues such as inebualityI gender rolesI racismI and moreA

x Deliverable: q research summary that includes key .ndings on -oth 'hakespeare7s works and 
current social issuesA 'tudents will also select a speci.c 'hakespeare play they wish to reinterpretA

Milestone 2: Develop a Conceptual Framework )Week 3-(5
x Task: 'tudents will create a conceptual framework that links speci.c themes or characters from the 

chosen 'hakespeare play to contemporary social issuesA This will involve -rainstorming sessionsI 
outlining possi-le reinterpretationsI and discussing how these can -e made relevant to today7s 
audiencesA

x Deliverable: q detailed proposal outlining their reinterpretation conceptI including how they will 
address the contemporary social issue and the changes they plan to make to the original te2tA



Milestone 3: Draft the Reinterpreted Scenes )Week 6-75
x Task: 'tudents will start drafting key scenes from the 'hakespeare play with their reinterpretationsA 

They should ensure that the dialogueI settingI and character motivations reHect -oth the original 
te2t and the contemporary issue they are addressingA

x Deliverable: q draft of key scenesI including annotations e2plaining the changes and their relevance 
to modern audiencesA

Milestone (: Peer Review and Feedback )Week 8-95
x Task: 'tudents will share their draft scenes with peers for feed-ackA This will involve group discus,

sions and written critibues focusing on the eJectiveness of the reinterpretationI the clarity of the 
connection to contemporary issuesI and the overall coherence of the new te2tA

x Deliverable: q peer feed-ack report that includes constructive criticism and suggestions for im,
provementA 'tudents will also su-mit a revised draft -ased on the feed-ack receivedA

Milestone 6: Final Presentation or Public Product )Week N-105
x Task: 'tudents will .nali(e their reinterpreted scenes and prepare for a presentationA This could 

-e a live performanceI a recorded videoI a written scriptI or any other format that showcases their 
workA They should also -e prepared to e2plain the rationale -ehind their reinterpretation and how 
it addresses contemporary social issuesA

x Deliverable: The .nal productI which could -e a performanceI videoI or written scriptI along with a 
reHective essay or presentation that e2plains their creative process and the impact they hope their 
reinterpretation will have on today7s audiencesA

By following these milestonesI students will -e a-le to systematically approach the projectI ensuring that 
they stay on track and produce a thoughtful and relevant reinterpretation of 'hakespeare7s worksA
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Step 6: Re.ection
BelowI there are suggestions for reHection buestions you can pose to your students after the PBL phaseA 
Fiving them the chance to critibue the projectI is also a good ideaA

Relevance of a Re.ection Phase at the End of a PBL Project

Taking time to reHect at the end of a PBL unit transforms students? learning e2periences -y helping 
them internali(e the skills they have developed and understand how these diJer from traditional 
lessonsA
Example: Through reHectionI students recogni(e how project,-ased learning has enhanced their 
colla-oration and independent learning skillsI and identify speci.c moments where they overcame 
challengesI there-y reinforcing their adapta-ility and pro-lem,solving a-ilitiesA

Came one key skill you developed during this project and explain how you applied itD

Describe a challenge you faced during the project and how you overcame itD

Explain how this project has changed your perception of Shakespeare's worksD


