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Reported speech

Reported Speech

Reported speech, also known as indirect speech, is a way of expressing what someone 
else has said without quoting their exact words. Instead of using quotation marks, 
reported speech often involves changes in pronouns, verb tenses, and other elements 
to Ft the context of the reporting.

•or example:
S Direct "peech: "he said, WI am going to the market.W

S Reported "peech: "he said that she was going to the market.

Backshift of Tenses

8hen converting direct speech to reported speech, one important aspect to consider is 
the backshift of tenses. 

S Present Simple to Past Simple:

S Direct: WI eat breakfast at A MH.W

S Reported: Te said that he ate breakfast at A MH.

S Present Continuous to Past Continuous:

S Direct: W"he is reading a book.W

S Reported: "he said that she was reading a book.

S Present Perfect to Past Perfect:

S Direct: Wjhey have Fnished their homework.W

S Reported: jhey said that they had Fnished their homework.

S Past Simple to Past Perfect:

S Direct: WTe went to the store.W

S Reported: Te said that he had gone to the store.

S Will to Would:

S Direct: WI will call you tomorrow.W

S Reported: "he said that she would call me tomorrow.

Turn the quotes into reported speech 



jhe greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be -udged by the way its animals are treated G 
Hahatma 'andhi

Hahatma 'andhi said the greatness of a nation and its moral progress could be -udged by the way its 
animals were treated

Mn animalBs eyes have the power to speak a great language G Hartin Juber

jhe only creatures that are evolved enough to convey pure love are dogs and infants G ;ohnny Depp

Mnimals are such agreeable friends G they ask no questionsE they pass no criticisms G 'eorge Uliot

!ntil one has loved an animal, a part of oneBs soul remains unawakened G Mnatole •rance

Interviewer

Tello Dame ;udiY jhank you for -oining us.

TelloY Hy pleasure.

zouBve had an ama?ing career. 8hatBs your favorite roleP

jhatBs a tough oneY Cerhaps playing H in the ;ames Jond Flms.

8hy HP

H is a strong, complex character. I loved the challenge.

Mny advice for young actorsP

Never stop learning. Mlways observe and listen.

'reat adviceY 8hat do you en-oy outside of actingP

I en-oy gardening and reading.

Do you have a favorite bookP

zes, WCride and Cre-udiceW by ;ane Musten.

8onderful choiceY Mny upcoming pro-ectsP

zes, IBm working on a new Flm. :anBt share too much yetY

UxcitingY 8eBll look forward to it. jhank you for your time.

jhank youY It was lovely chatting with you.



Write an article based on the interview with Dame Judi Dench. Use reported speech and do not 
include direct quotes.


