
What is tragic, what is comic? – A Com-
parison of Dramas
Name: Date:

Tragedy and Comedy

Tragedy or comedy - two central forms of drama that, at urst glance, cobld hardly ie more 
d.Berentx "bt what e?actly does AtragicA meank 'nd what mapes someth.ng AcomicAk 
The l.nes arenWt always clear, as ioth forms gravvle w.th hbman conq.cts, emot.ons and 
l.fe s.tbat.ons .n the.r own waysx •h.le one can vrojope thobght or deevly aBect bs, the 
other .nj.tes labghter - yet often, thereWs more to ioth than meets the eyex ' comvar.son 
helvs bs ietter bnderstand the vart.cblar character.st.cs of each genre and more closely 
e?am.ne the.r .mvact on the abd.encex

  Exercise: •atch the j.deo carefblly and mape ibllet vo.nts for these Qbest.ons:
R •hat mapes th.s fbnnyk

R •hat p.nd of hbmor .s th.sk

Youtube: (21) A Silent Slapstick Comedy (Senior Sketch)
To watch the yobtbie j.deo Cbst scan the SM codex 
https://youtu.be/g9rOVzySW4g?feature=shared

  Write here 
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  Brainstorming: ;reate a m.ndmav, wr.te down what yob assoc.ate w.th WcomedyWx

  Comedy
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  Exercise: Mead the follow.ng te?t carefblly and then answer the Qbest.ons aiobt the te?tx

Discovering Humor in "Scrawl" by Mark Shulman
AHcrawlA iy Earp Hhblman .s a fbnny ioop aiobt a ioy named Tod Ebnnx Tod .s not Cbst any ioyF he .s 
pnown as a ibllyx "bt as we read, we und obt that Tod .s actbally jery smartx Ie h.des h.s clejerness so 
he can peev h.s tobgh-gby .mage at schoolx The ioop .s wr.tten l.pe a d.ary, where Tod wr.tes down h.s 
thobghts wh.le he s.ts .n detent.onx Th.s d.ary format helvs bs see .ns.de TodWs m.nd and learn aiobt h.s 
l.fex
The story .s fbnny iecabse Tod has a bn.Qbe way of descr.i.ng th.ngsx —jen when he talps aiobt school, 
where he feels l.pe an obts.der, he bses hbmor to show how he sees the worldx I.s fbnny descr.vt.ons 
mape bs labgh and helv bs bnderstand h.s feel.ngsx zor e?amvle, Tod talps aiobt glasses .n a way that 
starts oB sobnd.ng ser.obs ibt ends bv ie.ng hbmorobs, show.ng h.s iblly s.dex
AHcrawlA .s a comedy iecabse .t bses hbmor to talp aiobt ser.obs tov.csx Vt shows how Tod feels travved 
iy h.s l.fe ibt st.ll manages to mape readers sm.lex Th.s m.? of ser.obs and fbnny moments .s a pey 
featbre of a comedyx ;omed.es often bse hbmor to talp aiobt vroilems, helv.ng bs see th.ngs .n a new 
wayx Vn AHcrawl,A we labgh at TodWs Copes ibt also th.np aiobt h.s strbgglesx
;omed.es bsbally haje characters who und themseljes .n tr.cpy s.tbat.onsx They bse hbmor to deal w.th 
these vroilems, Cbst l.pe Tod doesx TodWs story shows that ejen .f l.fe .s tobgh, hbmor can mape th.ngs 
feel ietterx Th.s .s why AHcrawlA .s a comedy!.t shows bs how Tod bses labghter to cove w.th ie.ng 
m.sbnderstood and feel.ng vowerlessx
—jen thobgh Tod feels alone, h.s fbnny thobghts helv h.m connect w.th readersx •e learn that hbmor 
can ie a vowerfbl toolx Th.s mapes AHcrawlA a svec.al comedy that teaches bs .mvortant lessons throbgh 
labghterx
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  Select the correct answer. 

How does 'Scrawl' use humor to address serious topics?

"y map.ng ser.obs tov.cs seem less .mvortant

"y h.ghl.ght.ng TodWs strbggles throbgh fbnny moments

"y focbs.ng solely on Copes w.thobt any ser.obs content

"y .gnor.ng ser.obs tov.cs altogether

What role does humor play in Tod Munn's character development in 'Scrawl'?

Vt shows TodWs .nai.l.ty to deal w.th h.s vroilems

Vt helvs Tod connect w.th readers and rejeal h.s trbe self

Vt mapes Tod avvear less .ntell.gent Vt .s bsed to mape TodWs story less relataile

Why is the diary format signiPcant in the comedic aspect of 'Scrawl'?

Vt allows Tod to e?vress h.s hbmor d.rectly to readers

Vt focbses only on TodWs ser.obs thobghts Vt l.m.ts the j.s.i.l.ty of TodWs hbmorobs s.de

Vt emvhas.(es TodWs .nai.l.ty to wr.te creat.jely

How does Tod Munn's humor help him cope with feeling misunderstood?

"y map.ng h.s s.tbat.on avvear more trag.c "y allow.ng h.m to labgh at h.s own strbggles

"y al.enat.ng h.mself fbrther from others "y vrejent.ng h.m from form.ng connect.ons

What is the eFect of Tod's humorous descriptions in 'Scrawl'?

They mape the reader m.sbnderstand TodWs strbggles

They enterta.n the reader wh.le rejeal.ng TodWs versvect.je

They detract from the ser.obsness of the story

They focbs solely on TodWs tobgh-gby versona



Why is 'Scrawl' considered a comedy despite its serious themes?

Vt ent.rely ajo.ds ser.obs tov.cs

Vt bses hbmor to vroj.de .ns.ght and rel.ef from ser.obs themes

Vt focbses only on TodWs hbmorobs .nteract.ons

Vt vresents ser.obs themes .n a more trag.c l.ght
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  Exercise Vartnerwork: •orp w.th yobr classmate ne?t to yobx zor each tyve of fbnny stbB l.sted 
ielow, come bv w.th an e?amvle from a moj.e, a T) show, a Cope, or Cbst mape bv a short s.tbat.on 
yobrseljesx "r.eqy e?vla.n what mapes .t fbnny:
Talking /unny (Rerbal Comedy):

R Wordplay U Double Meanings: Th.s .s when a word or vhrase has two mean.ngs, and ioth mape 
sense .n a fbnny wayx

R Example: AVWm the boss here, the cheeseOA Gl.pe a ioss .s .n charge, and cheese .s .n charge of a v.((aJx

R Exaggerating (Hyperboles): Eap.ng someth.ng sobnd way i.gger or more e?treme than .t really .sx

R Example: AVWm so t.red, V cobld fall asleev stand.ng bv and peev dream.ngOA GNo one .s that t.red, ibt 
.tWs fbnnyJx

R Mix-ups with Words: •hen someone bses the wrong word iy m.stape, and .t sobnds s.lly or cabses 
confbs.onx

R Example: Homeone means to say AvastaA ibt acc.dentally says AvrostatexA

R Oepeating Sentences or Words: Hay.ng the same th.ng ojer and ojer, wh.ch can get annoy.ng ibt 
also ie really fbnnyx

R Example: AV told yob soO V told yob HPOA

Situation /unny (Situational Comedy):
R Mixing Kp Veople or Things: •hen characters th.np someone .s someone else, or they confbse 

oiCectsx

R Talking Vast Each Lther: •hen two veovle are talp.ng ibt they donWt bnderstand each other 
iecabse theyWre th.np.ng aiobt d.Berent th.ngsx

R We Inow More Than the Characters: Th.s .s when yob, the abd.ence, pnow someth.ng .mvortant 
that the characters .n the moj.e or show donWtx Th.s can mape yob labgh iecabse yob see whatWs 
aiobt to havvenx

R Slapstick U Body Comedy: zbnny act.ons where veovle fall down, rbn .nto th.ngs, or do s.lly vhys.cal 
stbBx

R Example: Hl.vv.ng on a ianana veel, or rbnn.ng head-urst .nto a wallx

Character /unny (Character Comedy):
R Exaggerating What Characters are zike: •hen a characterWs ma.n versonal.ty tra.t .s made sbver 

i.g and ojer-the-tovx

R Example: Homeone who .s super st.ngy, or someone who .s extremely shyx

R Lpposites Attract (for laughs): •hen two characters are totally d.Berent Gl.pe a really lobd verson 
and a jery Qb.et versonJ and the.r d.Berences mape fbnny s.tbat.onsx
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  Write here. 

The function of comedy – laughter with meaning?

  Thought experiment in the learning group: Vmag.ne there were only traged.esx •hat wobld ie 
d.Berentk •hy do we need comed.esk

  Take notes. 
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  Oeading Exercise: Mead the follow.ng te?t carefblly, then worp on the Eatch.ng Taspx

Types of Vlays: Tragedy and Comedy
' play Gor dramaJ .s one of the three ma.n tyves of l.teratbre, along w.th stor.es Gl.pe nojelsJ and voemsx 
•hat mapes a vlay svec.al .s that .tWs meant to ie verformed on a stagex The story bsbally bnfolds throbgh 
what the characters say to each otherx
Vns.de vlays, there are two ma.n p.nds: tragedy and comedyx They are jery d.Berent .n what they try 
to ach.eje, what theyWre aiobt, how the characters are set bv, how they sobnd, and how they mape the 
abd.ence feelx

Tragedy

Tragedy .s the older tyve of vlay and bsed to ie thobght of as more .mvortantx Vt started way iacp .n 
anc.ent Ureece and grew obt of svec.al ceremon.es honor.ng a god named D.onysbsx
What they're about:

R Traged.es deal w.th serious, important problems that often .njolje i.g l.fe Qbest.ons, r.ght and 
wrong, or soc.etyx

R They focbs on a main character Goften called a Atrag.c heroAJ who .s bsbally someone .mvortant, 
l.pe a p.ng, a noile, or a w.se versonx

R Th.s ma.n character gets .nto a problem they can't solve iecabse of the.r own act.ons, a versonal 
qaw, or obts.de forces Gl.pe fate or the godsJx

R Th.s vroilem always leads to a terrible ending, bsbally the ma.n characterWs downfall, death, or 
comvlete fa.lbrex

R ".g .deas .n traged.es .nclbde guilt, responsibility, fate, fairness, human mistakes, or hubris 
Gwhen someone th.nps theyWre ietter than ejeryone else or ejen godsJx

How they're built:
R Pld traged.es often haje Pve parts Gl.pe chavtersJ:

R Beginning: Vntrodbces where and when .t tapes vlace, the ma.n veovle, and the ma.n vroilemx

R Building Kp: The vroilem gets i.gger and more .ntensex

R Turning Voint: The moment where the heroWs fate tapes a maCor change, bsbally for the worsex

R /alling Action: The resblts of that tbrn.ng vo.nt iecome clear, and the heroWs fa.lbre starts to showx

R Disaster: The ma.n vroilem ends w.th the heroWs downfallx

R The langbage .s often fancy and dramatic, and .n older t.mes, .t was often wr.tten .n voetryx

R Traged.es want to mape the abd.ence feel strong emot.ons l.pe "fear and pity." Th.s feel.ng .s 
sbvvosed to helv them Acleanse the.r soblsA Ga vrocess called catharsisJ, wh.ch was an .dea from 
an old Ureep th.nper named 'r.stotlex

Examples of Tragedies:



R Ledipus Oex iy Hovhocles

R Hamlet or Macbeth iy •.ll.am Hhapesveare

R /aust, Vart Lne iy èohann •olfgang jon Uoethe

R Nntrigue and zove iy zr.edr.ch Hch.ller

Comedy

Comedy .s a tyve of vlay thatWs meant to ie enterta.n.ng and often mapes fbn of soc.etyx Vt also started .n 
anc.ent Ureece, ibt .t wasnWt seen as Ah.gh artA as mbch as tragedy at urstx Pjer t.me, thobgh, .t iecame 
an .mvortant and resvected tyve of vlayx
What they're about:

R ;omed.es talp aiobt everyday problems or soc.al .ssbes .n a light, funny wayx

R The story often .njoljes mistaken identities, misunderstandings, accidents, or tricksx

R The characters are bsbally regular people from ejeryday l.feF they arenWt heroes or .mvortant ugbres 
l.pe .n traged.esx

R Lroilems come from versonal qaws, soc.al rbles, or ejeryday argbments ietween veovlex

R ünl.pe traged.es, comed.es bsbally end havv.ly: th.ngs get sorted obt, cobvles get together, and 
soc.al rbles are made fbn of or u?edx

R ;omed.es donWt Cbst enterta.nF they also often criticiqe society's problems, rbles, or veovle .n 
chargex

How they're built:
R ;omed.es can also haje uje acts, ibt they often follow the strbctbre less str.ctlyx

R The langbage .s bsbally everyday, clever, and fbll of wordplay, irony, and sarcasmx

R ;haracters are often types of people Gl.pe the st.ngy verson, the Coper, the tr.cpsterJ, wh.ch helvs 
create fbnny s.tbat.onsx

R The goal of comedy .s to mape the abd.ence laugh, ibt also to mape them thinkx

Examples of Comedies:
R The Nmaginary Nnvalid iy Eol.·re

R A Midsummer Qight's Dream iy •.ll.am Hhapesveare

R Minna von Barnhelm iy Uotthold —vhra.m /ess.ng

R The Vhysicists iy zr.edr.ch DCrrenmatt Gsomet.mes also seen as a darp comedyJ

DiFerences Between Tragedy and Comedy

The ma.n d.Berences ietween tragedy and comedy are how they handle vroilems and how they mape 
the abd.ence feel:

R Tragedy shows ser.obs vroilems w.th a sad end.ng to mape veovle feel deev emot.ons and th.np 
deevly aiobt l.fex

R Comedy tapes s.m.lar, or ejen s.mvle, vroilems and deals w.th them .n a fbnny way, lead.ng to a 
havvy solbt.onx Vt mapes the abd.ence labgh and enterta.ns themx

•h.le tragedy shows veovle ie.ng controlled iy a greater fate, comedy shows veovle w.th the.r ejeryday 
weapnesses - often .n an e?aggerated way, ibt th.s helvs bs recogn.(e and cr.t.c.(e themx



Tragedy Comedy

Nnvolves mistaken identities, misunderstandings, accidents, or tricks among regular people. D 
zanguage is fancy and dramatic, often written in poetry. D Aims to evoke strong emotions like fear 
and pity for catharsis. D Vroblems stem from personal >aws or social rules, with happy endings. D 
Built with Pve parts: Beginning, Building Kp, Turning Voint, /alling Action, Disaster. D zanguage is 
everyday, clever, full of wordplay, irony, and sarcasm. D Talks about everyday problems or social 
issues in a light, funny way. D /ocuses on a main character, often an important Pgure, facing 
an unsolvable problem leading to a terrible ending. D Deals with serious, important problems 
involving big life ?uestions, right and wrong, or society. D Characters are often types of people, 
aiming to make the audience laugh and think. 

  Discussion @uestion for the class: •h.ch p.nd of W.mvrojementW do yob vreferk 're yob more l.pely 
to th.np deevly throbgh labghter or throbgh ie.ng deevly aBectedk

  Write your answers here. 
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Comedy vs. Tragedy - The Nmpact Debate

Vrepare a debate: D.j.de .nto two grobvs: ATeam ;omedyA and ATeam TragedyxA —ach 
grobv gathers argbments for why the.r form of drama leajes a more .mvress.jeElast.ng 
.mvact on the abd.encex 'fterwards, each grobv vresents .ts argbmentsx Meg.ster yobr 
argbements .n the follow.ng tailex

Arguments for Comedy Argumente for Tragedy

  Exercise: 'dd the other grobvWs argbments to yobr tailex

QLTE /LO TEACHEO: ;onclbd.ng d.scbss.on .n vlenary: AVs there a Ww.nnerWk Pr do ioth forms fblull the.r 
own, .mvortant fbnct.onkA —mvhas.(e that ioth forms of drama are jalbaile and eBect.je .n the.r own 
waysx


