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Read the excerpt and complete the assignments

Pride and Prejudice 
 Jane Austen
It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want 
of a wife.
However little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his xrst entering a neighbourhood, 
this truth is so well x"ed in the minds of the surrounding families, that he is considered as the rightful 
property of some one or other of their daughters.
MBy dear Br. Pennet,M said his lady to him one day, Mhave you heard that Netherxeld ?ark is let at last;M
Br. Pennet replied that he had not.
MPut it is,M returned sheL Mfor Brs. jong has Yust been here, and she told me all about it.M
Br. Pennet made no answer.
MDo you not want to know who has taken it;M cried his wife impatiently.
MTou want to tell me, and I have no obYection to hearing it.M
Whis was invitation enough.
MEhy, my dear, you must know, Brs. jong says that Netherxeld is taken by a young man of large fortune 
from the north of OnglandL that he came down on Bonday in a chaise and four to see the place, and 
was so much delighted with it that he agreed with Br. Borris immediatelyL that he is to take possession 
before Bichaelmas, and some of his servants are to be in the house by the end of ne"t week.M
MEhat is his name;M
MPingley.M
MIs he married or single;M
M!hA single, my dear, to be sureA S single man of large fortuneL four or xve thousand a year. Ehat a xne 
thing for our girlsAM
MHow so; how can it a-ect them;M
MBy dear Br. Pennet,M replied his wife, Mhow can you be so tiresomeA Tou must know that I am thinking 
of his marrying one of them.M
MIs that his design in settling here;M
MDesignA nonsense, how can you talk soA Put it is very likely that he may fall in love with one of them, and 
therefore you must visit him as soon as he comes.M
MI see no occasion for that. Tou and the girls may go, or you may send them by themselves, which perhaps 
will be still betterL for as you are as handsome as any of them, Br. Pingley might like you the best of the 
party.M
MBy dear, you zatter me. I certainly have had my share of beauty, but I do not pretend to be anything 
e"traordinary now. Ehen a woman has xve grown up daughters, she ought to give over thinking of her 
own beauty.M



MIn such cases, a woman has not often much beauty to think of.M
MPut, my dear, you must indeed go and see Br. Pingley when he comes into the neighbourhood.M
MIt is more than I engage for, I assure you.M
MPut consider your daughters. !nly think what an establishment it would be for one of them. Jir Eilliam 
and jady jucas are determined to go, merely on that account, for in general you know they visit no 
newcomers. Indeed you must go, for it will be impossible for us to visit him if you do not.M
MTou are overqscrupulous surely. I dare say Br. Pingley will be very glad to see youL and I will send a few 
lines by you to assure him of my hearty consent to his marrying whichever he chooses of the girlsL though 
I must throw in a good word for my little ji44y.M
MI desire you will do no such thing. ji44y is not a bit better than the othersL and I am sure she is not half so 
handsome as 5ane, nor half so goodqhumoured as jydia. Put you are always giving her the preference.M
MWhey have none of them much to recommend them,M replied heL Mthey are all silly and ignorant like other 
girlsL but ji44y has something more of 6uickness than her sisters.M
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Summarize the conversation between Mr. and Mrs. Bennet about Mr. Bingley's arrival in the 
neighborhood.
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Characterize the relationship between Mr. and Mrs. Bennet in the given excerpt. Support your 
answer with references from the text.
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Discuss the signi)cance of marriage in the excerpt and re*ect on how it in*uences the motiva-
tions and behaviors of the characters.


