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Time capsule - a journey into the past

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to travel back in time or what people in 
the future will want to know about us? With a time capsule, you can do just that!

A time capsule is a container in which you store objects from the present day in order 
to gnd them a.ain in the futureT xhis allows people many years from now to e1perience 
how we live todayT

A famous e1ample is the Westinghouse time capsule, which was buried for the 93'3 
WorldFs Yair in New IorkT 0t contains everyday objects such as a pair of sun.lasses, a toy 
doll and seeds to show the people of the future how we liveT

xhe1rst time capsule was created in 876C to celebrate the 9UUth anniversary of the S2AT 
0t contained books, newspapers, photos and even a telephone system!

Would you like to create a time capsule yourself? HereFs how:
9T bhoose a container that is durable and waterproofT

4T bollect oPjects that represent your life and the present dayT Yor e1ample, photos, 
letters, toys or a newspaperT

'T kacL the items securely so that they are not dama.edT

5T BaPel the time capsule so that people know when to open itT

6T dury or hiMe the capsule in a safe placeT

RT faLe a note o. the location anM Mate so that you or someone else can gnd it laterT

With a time capsule, you can send amessage to the .utureT 0tFs e1citin. to think about 
what people will think about us many years from nowT 2o why donFt you .ive it a try and 
create your own time capsule?
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  kut the actions in the right orMerw 

Write a note or include instructions to e1plain the si.nigcance of the items to future gndersT

Decide to create a time capsule to preserve memories for the futureT

2elect items that represent your life and the present day, such as photos, letters, or newspapersT

Cecord the location and details about the time capsule so it can be found in the futureT

-hoose a durable and waterproof container to protect the contents over timeT

2eal the container securely to prevent moisture and air from enterin.T

-arefully pack the chosen items into the container, ensurin. they are wellBprotectedT

Lury or store the time capsule in a safe and memorable locationT

Mabel the time capsule with the intended openin. date and any necessary informationT
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  WorL orMer

Lefore you look at the time capsule, read the story to .et an insi.ht into the eraT

Oy name is William, and 0 am 99 years oldT 0 live in the city of Ylorence in 0talyT Pur streets are busy with 
people sellin. .oods and artists makin. beautiful thin.sT Oy father is a painter, and 0 help him mi1 colors 
for his paintin.sT
Veople talk about a man named Meonardo da EinciT xhey say he is a .reat artist and inventorT Mast year, 
in 96U4, he started paintin. a picture called the Oona MisaT zveryone is e1cited to see it when itFs doneT 
0 hope to be as .ood an artist as him somedayT
Pur city is full of amaJin. buildin.sT xhereFs a bi. dome on the cathedral, built by LrunelleschiT 0t was 
gnished before 0 was born, in 95'R, but itFs still the tallest thin. 0Fve ever seenT xhe buildin.s here are 
made in a new way called Cenaissance styleT xhey have lots of columns and arches, like in the old Coman 
timesT
xhere are new inventions tooT Not lon. a.o, in 956U, Gohannes @utenber. invented a printin. press with 
movable typeT Now, books can be made faster and more people can read themT Yather says knowled.e 
is spreadin. everywhereT
Mife here is full of music and artT Yestivals happen often, with people dancin. and sin.in. in the streetsT 
xraders come from faraway places, brin.in. spices and storiesT xhey talk about -hristopher -olumbus, 
who sailed across the ocean in 9534 and found new landsT
0f 0 could hide some thin.s in a secret bo1 for someone to gnd later, 0 would put in one of YatherFs small 
paintin.s, a printed pa.e from a book, and a coin with the ima.e of our cityT Oaybe someone in the 
future will gnd them and learn about our lives in this year of 96U'T
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  bhoose the correct ansqer .or each 'uestionw 

daseM on William,s MescriptionF hoq Moes the architecture in Rlorence re?ect the in?uence o. the 
JenaissanceG

xhe buildin.s are decorated with @othic spires reachin. towards the heavensT

xhe buildin.s are made under.round to conserve space in the cityT

xhe structures are primarily made of wood with simple desi.nsT

xhey are constructed with columns and arches reminiscent of ancient Coman timesT

Why is vohannes VutenPerg,s inxention signi1cant in William,s timeG

0t created new types of paints for artists like WilliamFs fatherT

0t introduced mechanical looms for weavin. fabricsT

0t helped sailors navi.ate to new lands by improvin. mapsT

0t allowed for faster production of books, spreadin. knowled.e more widelyT

What inspires William to aspire to Pe liLe BeonarMo Ma HinciG

MeonardoFs reputation as a .reat artist and inventorT

MeonardoFs success as a merchant brin.in. e1otic spicesT

MeonardoFs discovery of the printin. pressT

MeonardoFs role in constructin. the cathedralFs domeT

Which items Moes William qish to hiMe in a secret Po1F anM qhat Moes this rexeal aPout his xaluesG

A map of new lands and a ship model, showin. his interest in e1plorationT

Pne of his fatherFs paintin.s, a printed pa.e, and a city coin, reAectin. the importance of art, knowlB
ed.e, and civic prideT

A sketch of MeonardoFs inventions and a piece of sculpture, indicatin. a focus on en.ineerin.T

A musical instrument and festival banner, hi.hli.htin. the cityFs love for celebrationsT



2oq Mo the innoxations anM exents mentioneM Py William illustrate the ProaMer changes Muring 
the JenaissanceG

xhey hi.hli.ht a transition towards isolationism and reduced tradeT

xhey demonstrate a Aourishin. of art, e1ploration, and dissemination of knowled.eT

xhey show a decline in urban development due to economic hardshipT

xhey indicate a shift from artistic pursuits to a.ricultural focusT
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 WorL orMer
xhe author of the te1t, William, glled this time capsule to tell about his life at that timeT Mook at the objects 
and think about whether you would gll the capsule in a similar or diBerent wayT What do you reco.niJe 
from the stories?
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2o now itFs your turn! Draw everythin. you would like to pass on to the ne1t .eneration in the time 
capsule belowT


