
Present Perfect or Past Simple
Name: Date:

Present perfect or past simple?

The simple past and the present perfect both refer to past actions, but are not inter-
changeable in English grammar.

The simple past is used with a specikc time marver for actions that started and knished 
in the past.

The present perfect is used without a time marver for actions that began in the past, but 
still haWe a connection to the present.

yhen comparing the simple past and the present perfect, there are two veI di2erences:

Key di1erence :E

the simple past refers to a specikc action and often tells us when it happened

the present perfect does not tell us when an action happened, onlI that it did

x2amplesE

0 went to NorwaI in 14(). ’simple pastC

0MWe Wisited NorwaI seWeral times. ’present perfectC

Key di1erence DE

present perfect actions happened in the past, but are connected to the present

simple past actions started and knished in the past

x2amplesE

_hris canMt come on the trip, he has broven his leg. ’present perfectC

0 brove mI leg when 0 was kfteen. ’simple pastC



Present Perfect or Past Simple
Name: Date:

grah tve correct ber. form into tve rihvt panelC 

zI familI and 0 SSSSSSSSSSSSSS the Yoo last weevend.

Hhe SSSSSSSSSSSSSS SSSSSSSSSSSSSS English for two Iears.

xesterdaI, 0 SSSSSSSSSSSSSS piYYa for dinner.

Le SSSSSSSSSSSSSS basvetball with his friends this morning.

Hhe SSSSSSSSSSSSSS SSSSSSSSSSSSSS three boovs this month.

0 SSSSSSSSSSSSSS a moWie with mI sister last night.

TheI SSSSSSSSSSSSSS SSSSSSSSSSSSSS their room alreadI.

zI mom SSSSSSSSSSSSSS a delicious meal for us last night.

Wisited, studied, has, haWe, cleaned, cooved, watched, has, read, ate, plaIed



Present Perfect or Past Simple
Name: Date:

Lvoose tve correct ber. formC 

:C ,ast nihvtI _ w a mobie Mitv my familyC

watch watched

DC ky sister w all tve coo3iesC

has eaten ate

TC 4ve teacver w tve lesson bery MellC

ejplain ejplained

5C _ w my hrandparents last Mee3C

Wisited Wisit

HC 6e w soccer for Ybe yearsC

plaIed has plaIed

7C WesterdayI my .rotver w a neM .i3eC

bought buI

uC 8e w tve voBse on SatBrdayC

cleaned clean

4C ky friend w Ybe .oo3s tvis montvC

has read read

8rite tve present perfect or tve simple past form into tve panelsC 

3ast night, 0 SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS ’to watchC a moWie with mI familI.

zI brother SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS ’to eatC breavfast alreadI this morning.

Hhe SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS ’to WisitC her grandparents last weevend.

zI friends and 0 SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS ’to plaIC soccer in the parv IesterdaI.

Le SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS ’to readC three boovs this month.

zI mom SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS ’to coovC dinner for us last night.

0 SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS ’to studIC for mI math test all weev.

xesterdaI, mI dad SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS ’to kjC the broven chair in the liWing room.





Present Perfect or Past Simple
Name: Date:

5rinh tve Mords into tve rihvt orderC 

xesterdaIxesterdaI  00  cleanedcleaned  mImI  room.room. 

room, cleaned, 0, xesterdaI, mI

zIzI  dogdog  hashas  learnedlearned  howhow  toto  sit.sit. 

learned, sit, dog, zI, has, to, how

yeye  WisitedWisited  thethe  museummuseum  lastlast  weevend.weevend. 

Wisited, ye, museum, last, the, weevend

zIzI  mommom  hashas  mademade  dinnerdinner  alreadI.alreadI. 

made, dinner, zI, alreadI, has, mom

00  boughtbought  newnew  shoesshoes  lastlast  month.month. 

month, shoes, bought, 0, last, new

LeLe  4ust4ust  plaIedplaIed  footballfootball  withwith  us.us. 

plaIed, football, Le, 4ust, us, with

00  haWehaWe  triedtried  sushisushi  before.before. 

before, sushi, 0, haWe, tried

TheITheI  watchedwatched  aa  moWiemoWie  lastlast  night.night. 

night, watched, TheI, moWie, a, last


