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The thesis statement

The thesis statement is probably the most important sentence in your paper!

It is a concise sentence that summarizes the central point of your essay or paper. It 
typically appears near the end of the introduction. Its purpose is to guide the reader by 
clearly stating the main idea that the paper will explore or argue.

Remember to:
• keep it concise

• make it contentious: don't state a fact everyone knows, make a claim that makes 
further evidence and analysis necessary.

• make it coherent: everything mentioned in the thesis statement should be 
supported and explained in the main body.

The Formula for a Thesis Statement

[Main Topic/Issue] + [Your Specific Argument/Position] + [Reasoning or Supporting 
Points]



Drag the words into the correct panels.

A ________________________________ is a crucial element of any ________________________________ 

or ________________________________. It serves as the central ________________________________ or 

________________________________ that the writer intends to make and is typically found at the end 

of the ________________________________. Writing a strong thesis statement is essential for setting the 

________________________________ and ________________________________ of the paper. Here are some tips on 

how to write an effective thesis statement.

Firstly, it is important to understand the ________________________________ of the thesis statement. It 

should be ________________________________ and ________________________________, providing a clear indication 

of the writer's ________________________________ on the topic. The thesis statement should also be 

________________________________, meaning that it should be open to ________________________________ and not 

simply a statement of fact.

To begin writing a thesis statement, start by ________________________________ ideas and 

conducting ________________________________ on the topic. This will help to narrow down the 

________________________________ and determine the main points that will be discussed in the paper. Once 

the main points have been identified, the writer can then formulate a thesis statement that encapsulates 

these points.

It is also important to consider the ________________________________ when writing a thesis 

statement. The statement should be written in a way that is ________________________________ and 

________________________________ to the intended audience. Avoid using ________________________________ or 

________________________________ language that may be confusing to the reader.

Finally, it is important to ________________________________ and ________________________________ the thesis 

statement as the paper develops. The statement should be flexible enough to accommodate any 

changes or new information that may arise during the writing process. In conclusion, writing a thesis 

statement requires careful ________________________________ and ________________________________. It should 

be specific, arguable, and tailored to the audience. By following these tips, writers can craft a strong 

thesis statement that will provide a solid foundation for their research paper or essay.

research paper, revise, stance, research, claim, essay, argument, consideration, planning, accessible, 
direction, tone, audience, focus, debate, jargon, understandable, technical, introduction, thesis 
statement, focused, brainstorming, arguable, purpose, specific, refine

Thesis statement

Select the correct answer. 



Which of the following thesis statements best addresses the ethical implications of self-driving 
cars?

The implementation of self-driving cars raises significant ethical concerns regarding privacy, safety, 
and accountability that must be carefully considered.

Self-driving cars are unethical because they take away jobs from hard-working taxi drivers.

What is a well-developed thesis statement regarding the impact of self-driving cars on traffic 
congestion?

The integration of self-driving cars has the potential to alleviate traffic congestion by optimizing traffic 
flow and reducing human error.

Self-driving cars will not have any impact on traffic congestion because people will still own the same 
number of cars.

Which thesis statement effectively argues for the economic benefits of self-driving cars?

The adoption of self-driving cars could lead to significant economic advantages by reducing 
transportation costs and increasing productivity.

Self-driving cars are too expensive and will only be accessible to the wealthy, increasing economic 
inequality.

What is a strong thesis statement that addresses the environmental impact of self-driving cars?

Self-driving cars will have no effect on the environment because they use the same amount of fuel as 
regular cars.

Self-driving cars have the potential to benefit the environment by optimizing fuel efficiency and 
reducing overall emissions.

Which thesis statement best captures the potential influence of self-driving cars on urban 
planning?

Self-driving cars will make urban planning more complicated because they require special 
infrastructure.

The rise of self-driving cars presents an opportunity to rethink urban planning, with possibilities for 
more pedestrian-friendly cities and reduced reliance on personal vehicles.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

• Too broad: Attempting to cover too much ground in one thesis.

• Too vague: Not clearly stating your position or claim.

• Not arguable: Making a statement that is simply a fact or generally accepted truth.

• Too complex: Overloading the thesis with multiple ideas or unclear wording.

Write your own thesis statement 

Notes for my thesis statement...


