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The composer

In this worksheet, you will learn about a famous composer and an important work they 
composed. First, read the informational text, then Pll out the proPle.

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Tyotr Ilyich vchaikoMsky was born on 7ay 1, 840V, in Rotkinsk, 6ussia, and he died on NoMember 9, 843S, 
in gt. Tetersbur', 6ussia. vchaikoMsky was a famous composer from the 6omantic era. vhis period is 
known for music that is full of emotion and expression.
vchaikoMskyHs music is Mery emotional and dramatic. "e used lots of diLerent instruments to create rich 
and colorful sounds. gometimes his music can make you feel happy, and other times it can make you 
feel sad or excited. "is melodies are beautiful and easy to remember.
gome of vchaikoMskyHs most important works include 2gwan Oake,2 2vhe Nutcracker,2 and 2vhe 848! 
zMerture.2 2gwan Oake2 and 2vhe Nutcracker2 are ballets, which means they are written for dancers. 
vhese ballets are still performed all oMer the world today. 2vhe 848! zMerture2 is a Mery famous piece 
that celebrates a 6ussian military Mictory. It eMen uses cannons as part of the musicB
vchaikoMsky was inquenced by many other musicians. "e admired the music of 7oEart and ;eethoMen, 
and he learned a lot from their works. "e also liked the music of his 6ussian contemporaries, such as 
7ily ;alakireM. vchaikoMsky was able to take these inquences and create his own uni…ue style that people 
still loMe today.
vchaikoMskyHs music has inspired many other composers and musicians. "is ability to express deep 
emotions throu'h his music has made him one of the most beloMed composers in history. AMen now, 
people listen to and perform his music all around the world.
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Famous Composers
Name: Date:

qdditional information for teachers

Name

Tyotr Ilyich vchaikoMsky

Birth and death

;orn on 7ay 1, 840V, in Rotkinsk, 6ussiaj died on NoMember 9,Q

Representative of which musical era

6omantic era

Characteristics of his/her music

Amotional, dramatic, uses a Mariety of instruments for rich and colorful sounds, memorable melodies

Important works

2gwan Oake,2 2vhe Nutcracker,2 2vhe 848! zMerture2

Inbuence Ay other musicians

Gdmired 7oEart and ;eethoMen, inquenced by 6ussian contemporaries like 7ily ;alakireM
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q famous piece of music

In the followin' audio text, you will learn more about a famous piece of music by the 
composer.

qudio Content
vo listen to audio content Kust scan the
 C6 code and listen to it on the di'ital worksheet. 
https://to-teach.ai/worksheet/ziNp60sLQgPGp2l0wq4h

For each ,uestion. choose the correct answerW 

'hat inspired Tchaikovsky to compose the Aallet ?The Nutcracker?g

G le'end from 6ussian folklore G fairy tale by the ;rothers /rimm

G story called Hvhe Nutcracker and the 7ouse ?in'H by A.v.G. "oLmann

G poem by Glexander Tushkin

'hat is uni,ue aAout the instrument called the celesta in ?The Nutcracker?g

It is played by blowin' into it like a qute It is a strin' instrument used in the waltE se…uences

It is a type of drum used in the battle scenes

It makes a beautiful, sparkly sound used in the HDance of the gu'ar Tlum FairyH

'hy is ?The Nutcracker? especially popular durinL the Christmas seasong

;ecause it includes traditional =hristmas carols

;ecause it features ganta =laus as a character

;ecause it is based on a holiday story and includes a ma'ical adMenture on =hristmas AMe

;ecause it was ori'inally performed only durin' =hristmas

'hich of the followinL is true aAout the initial reception of ?The Nutcracker?g

It was not Mery popular when it was Prst performed

It was an immediate success and loMed by eMeryone

It was banned by the 6ussian 'oMernment It was only performed once and then for'otten



'hat is the main theme captured Ay the music of ?The Nutcracker?g

vhe daily life of 6ussian peasants

vhe ma'ic and wonder of a youn' 'irlHs adMenture with her nutcracker doll

vhe harsh realities of war vhe stru''le for independence
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)isten to the music

If you want to listen to the music that was Kust introduced, you can do so Mia the followin' 
link. "aMe funB

https:WWwww.youtube.comWwatchEMFKNCGdaFoiN0


